LOUISIANA WILD LIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

BOARD MEETING
Friday, May 23, 1975
10:00 o'clock a.m.

{

HARVEY CLAY LUTTRELL
- Chairman. .

Ramada Inn,
‘Alexandria, Louisiana
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PROCEEDINGS

e e e o Thé regﬁlar monthly Board meet-
ing of Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commis~-
siog was held on Friday, May 23, 1975, in
Alexandria, Louisiana, Harvey Clay Luttrell,
Chairman, presiding:

PRESENT WEREé

HARVEY CLAY LUTTRELL, Chairman
DOYLE G. BERRY, Vice Chairﬁan
MARC DUPUY, JR.; Member

JERRY G. JONES, Member

"JEAN LAPEYRE, Member

JIMMIE THOMPSON, Member

 DONALD F. WILLE; Member

"J. BURTON ANGELLE, Director.

MR. RICHARD K. YANCEY

1. Cat#houia Lake water ﬁanégeﬁent;system (41)
endorsement, |

2. 5Authorize the purchase of the'Aliums Tract (8)
- in Bossier Parish. |

3. ~Authorize the purchase of the Pomme de Terre [21)

-

Tract in Avoyelles Paxish,
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-4.

Authorize entering'into lease agreement wifh

Avoyelles Parish School Board - 16 sec-

Authorization to acquire Roy O. Martin

tions of land.
5.

property.
MR. HARRY E. SCHAFER;
6.

Acceptance of bid of $150,060 by Harvey
Industries for furnishing and planting
24,000-plus cubic yards of clam shells
at Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation

and Black Bay/Bay Gardene.

OTHER BUSINESS

7.

100

Discussion of regional gun range for City of
Jennings, Louisiana, Mr. Douglas S. Ham;
Parks and Recreation Department.

Presentation to Guy Singletary - Outstaﬁding
Wild Life Officer -

Amend regulations regarding‘Calcagieu Lake
'(Jerry Jonas). | |

;Discussion of Reorganizatipn'of State Govern-

ment Plan,

The following matters were also considered at the

meeting:
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[34)

(36)

(54)

(57)

(5)

(66)

(69)
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Big géme license chaﬁges; S (55)
Mr. William Day:
Propose& Constitutional amendment . (71)
re Wild'Life Commission; authority . |

of Commission Board.
Lifetime hunting license piivilegeé (85)
for~formér Commission members.
Moratorium, turkey trapping, Saliqe (87)

Game Management Area,

Clarification of raccoon legislation. 1(89)
Patrol Boat - Lake Pontchartrain. (91).
Quail program -- habitat. (93)

Levee road, Saline Game Mahagemént Area. (96)

Mr. A. G. Kirkikis, Webster Parish Police (97)
Jury: ‘ |
Réquest for change of date for setting (97)
seasons and bag limits.
’Resolution opposing ammunition ban. (101)
Lake Bistineau. : : (105)

Mr. Roy Yarborough - Discussion 65 Commission|(116)
authority, '

Mr. Francis Braud - Louisiana{Wildlife Feder-| (122

ation, concurrence «with Commizulion zasdoli-

tion re state govaruman: Canwzani-oatian,

- . oieen ey
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Mr. Irving George:
Controlled water levels. (127)
Chennélization, : .» (136)

Mr. Henry LaCour:

Guns. ' - (139)
DDT. S 141)
Fire ants; : (141)
Floods. o g | (142)
Books and research. . (144)

ADJOURNMENT L 1(146)
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CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: We will get this
session underway; ladies and gentlemen. We are
glad to have you here. We are going to go with
our regular agenda first and then we will get into
recommendations for seasons and.bag limits,

On my extreme left 1is Mr, Jerry Jones,
Mr. Don Wille, the little mén Berry, the smallest
one of thefgroup, Mr. Thompson, our Director, Mr.
Angelle, and}on the end Mr. Laéeyre.and next to
him Mr,. Dﬁppy.~ I am the chairman, Clay Luttrell;ﬂ

We are going to neéd'to keep this in
order. I will ask that you do the same thing that
I ask each year. 1If you care to speak, we want to
hear you, .What you have to say is important and’
we will, I assure you, consider it, study it over,
act on it if it is humanly possible. But I will
ask that you hold-up your hand or stand up or some
way let me know if you wanf to speak, come to the
mike so I can get .your name and who ;ou represent
and things of that sort forvfhe record. We would
appreciate that. We want you to say everything

that you have or need to say. We would like to

keep it as brief as we can because we have after

90®
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this meeting the input for_suggegtions for seasons
and bag limits. Now there may be some of you who

would'care to speék on subjects other than séasons
and bag limits, I think the time for that perhafs
wouid be during the fegular business meeting.

MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman; I know there
are several people who intend to be here and maybe
they think we are going to starf a little bit late
like we generally do. I would like to ask if you
.would move the No. 1 item on the agenda down so
that they can come. They are most interested in
.;hiso |

THE CHAIRMAN: Correct. We have an item
before that. Mr. Angelle has --

MR. THOMPSON: 'If you wouldnft mind just
moving that dowﬁ below Harry. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Colonel Hogan, 1if you will
bring forward your man, we wiil take your part firs

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Mr,., Chairman and mem-

bers of the Commission, I have asked Colonel Hogan

to request the presence of a former agent, who is
on my left. I would ask Colonel Hogan to introducej

him first, and then we will make a presentcation,.

t.

;
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on my left is Mr. Guy Singletary who for a good
many yearslwas a Wild Life Enforcement Agent with
the Wild Life ana Fisheries Commission. The state
police about six monfhs ago robbed us of him. We
didn’t want to lose him. He felt like he was bet-
tering himself and of course we did not téy to
stand in his way. Our loss was the state poiide's
gain, and the state police's gain was our loés in
this case,

Guy was Qith us as an enforcement agent
andla darned good{one'and‘I know he is going to
make the state poiice a good officer

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Thank you, Chief. ' Mr.
Guy Singletary was chosen by his fellow agents in
the year '73—'74 as the Outstanding Wild Life
Enforcement Officer. Two hun@red.forty some-odd
agents voted for this man. Théy votéd for him on
the criteria of his wonderful attitude, his involve
ment in quality cases, His leadership. These are
the things that make some of the fine Wild Life -
officers that we have here in Louisiana at this

time.

MR, MIKE L. HOGAN: Ladies and gentlemen,|-
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~police, you can always come back with the Wild Life

In behalf of thé sportSmen; in behalf of
the Commission, in behalf of the peOple‘of Louisiann;"
Guy;_we are happy to present to you a pladﬁg‘as the
Outétanding Officer. We will miss you and we will
offer you; as 1 tpld you this morning personally;
that any time you are not satisfied with the state
and Fisheries. (Applause)

MR. GUY‘SINcﬁETARY: Thank you;

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Guy was unable to -
receive this plaque at the Southeastern Association
convention because he was ' attending the police
academy school. This is why we are having it today}
It is a great opportunity for you people, sportsmenj
to see what a Wild Life Officer looks like, anyway.
I am sure in discharging his duties as a Wild Life
Officer, his wonderful wife had plenty to do with
it., When some of these Wild Life-Officers are sup-
posed to work forty hours and put in sixty and
eighty hours, the wife and the children are usually
the ones that suffer, so we would also like to

recognize Mrs. Singletary, who 1s here with us,

]
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MR. SINGLETARY: Thénk~you; Mr;-Angelle;
Colonel Hogan; and a special thanks to Captain
Billy James. He was a great leader. Thank }ou.
(Applause) |

. THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K., Mr. Yancey; we ﬁili

take‘youf No. 2,

MR, RICHARD K. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman and
Members of the Commission, this first item on the
agenda has to do with the purchase of a thousand
acres of land located up in the Loggy Bayou Wild-
life Management area in Bossier Parish, just south
of Lake Bistineau. |

This Iéﬁd has been offered to the Com-
mission by Dr. Allums and the other members of his
family for a price of $110 per acre. We have had
it appraised and it falls within the appraised
value of the. land. We would reqogmend,that the
Commiséion~authorize the Dipector;to.proceed with
the purchase of this préperfy out of appropriétions
that were made to the Commission this year by the
legislature out of the Conservation Fund.

For the benefit of those who are 1in

attendance, this is a continuation of the CommissioP's

i
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land acéﬁisition program that we started back in
1960, during which time a total of 205;000 acres
of lapd have been purchased by the‘Commissioﬁ for
the purpose of preseiving some of the more valu;
able wildlife habitat that we have in the state,
along with the purpose of establishing_additional
game managément areas to give the publi; a pldce
‘to go and enjoy the woods and the fields and the
bayous as a place to fish and enjoy outaoor
recreation,

' This particuler tract is all'bottomland
hardwoods.xaIt.has a good population of deer and
sduirrél and it has potential for development for
waterfowl purposes. We would recommend that you
authorize the Director to proceed with the papers
to purchase this property. Now, Dewey Wills has
lost a lot of sleep over this in the past two or
three years. We have had diffiquitj working out;
locating all the areas, getting the attorneys up
to the point wﬁere they told us that everything
was in order and we could proceed wi;h it and get
a clear title to the property, get titie insurance,

get the clearances from the Division of Aduindiy-

1114
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,tration; and get the Governor's signature on the
purchase of the propefty. We are at the point now
where we are ready to proceed with 1it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Since the Good Lord is
not making any mofe land and since the ability to
buy good habitat is getting scarcer and scarcer
each day, 1 am ready for a motion.

MR. THOMPSON: Where is Don Wille? He
wanted to make that motion.

MR. JONES:. I will make it on his behalf,

MR. BERRY: Second,

THE CHAIRMAN: Those in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed; a like sign.

(No response)
So ordered. |
(The full text of the
. | ' fesolution 1s here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAs; the Louisiana Wild |
Life and Figheriés Commission is
greatly interested in establishing

additional wildlife management>areas

9600
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in Louisiana; and

WHEREAs; the Commission
initiated a program of land purchase
in 1961 to accomplishvthis purpose
and to preserve at least a portion
of the State;s largely disappearing
game ranges in_Qarious regions of
Louisiana; &nd

WHEREAS, certain tracts of

" land hereinafter particularly described,

consisting of a total of 1,015.10 acres,
located in Bossier .Parish, Louisiana,
have been offéred for sale to the Com-
missioﬁ for the full and true sum of
$110.00 per acre, and

WHEREAS, these tracts, if
acquired, will make an excéllent
wildlife management area for waterfowl;
ﬁdrbearing animals, deer, alligators,
rﬁbbits and other forms of mgrsh 11ife;
and also will provide additional pgblic
hunting and fishing opportunities for

sportsmen throughout the State of

b+ W et e e
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Louisiana; and -
| WHEREAs; the acéuisition of
this properiy has been carefully con-
sidered by the Chairman, the Director
and all members of this Commission;
after whiéh consideration it 1is the
conclusion of ail members and the
Director that the acéuisition thereof
will be most favorable and advantageous
to the future welfare of.the fish and'
wildlife as a wildlife management area
and that acquisition .thereof would also
be mutually beneficial to the State of
Louisiana, this Commission, and the .
citizens /and residents of the State;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-

eries Commission purchase from Dr. W,

M. Allums and/or C. C. Allums Estate
and from Mrs. L., M. Buckhaltet.and/or
C. C. Allums Estate the followiég
immovabie property located and situated

in -Bossier Parish in Township 15 Ncrth,

HELEN R. DiETRICH, INC,, the cemplete convention service in new orleans
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Range 10 West in Bossier Parish, Louisiana,
to-wit:

BOSSIER PARISH

T 15 N, R 10 W

Section 5:

Lot 9 . '12.88 acres
Lot 10 38,20 acres
Lot 16 18.28 acres
Lot 17 _.,‘ 1.04 acres
Lot 18 i 2.32 acres
Lot 19 _ _1.08 acres

73.80 acres
Section 6:
S)Z; Sogth and West of
Dorcheat Bayou - 297.12 acres
Section 7:
| All, S, and W, of.
«DorcLéat Bayou o 603;88 acres

Section 18:

N/2 N/2 NE/& 40,30 acres
GRAND TOTAL 1,015.10 acres
The said séie is to be subject to the

following conditions and stipulations:

928 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the compicte convention service in new orleans
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. The purchase price of the sale by

Sellers to Buyer, its successors
and assigns, for the héreinabove

described property shall be the

~sum of ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN THOUSAND

SIX HUNDRED SIXTY-ONE AND NO/IOO»
($111,661.0b) DOLLARS, payable in
cash at the time the Act of Sale

is passed.. The consideration is
based upon the agreement that the
subject property comprises 1,015.10
acres. . The.said cénsideration
being determined at the rate of
$110.00 per acre. .
Real estate taxes for the year
1975 will be pro-rated to the date

of the act of sale. All proper and

necessary mortgage and other cer-

. tificates and tax research are to

be paid by Seller.
The Seller shall deliver to Buyer
good and merchantable title to the

property. The decision as to

o HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service 'in new orleans
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whether Seller's title to’the'
property is good and merchantable
shall rest solelf with Buyer based:
upon title opinions rendered to
Buyer by attorneys of its selection.
In lieu'of title opinions rendered
to the Buyér by attorneys of its
selection; Buyer reserves the
right to obtain title insurance on
the said property from a title
insurance company authorized to
do and doing business in the State
of Loui;iana. Seller agrees to
assist Buyer, its attorneys, or
the title insurance company in
securing any curative matter'which
Seller may be able to obtain in

. order to satisfy any requirements
_of any title opinion or interim
title insurance binder rendered
to Buyer. All curative matter
thus obtained shall be the property

of Buyer which is hereby authorized

©
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after passage of the act of sale to.
file same for record. Final approval
of title shall be at the sole dis- -
cretion of Buyer, its attorneys, and
the title insurance company selected
by Buyer,_and Buyer shall have the
right té wéive and forego satisfac-
tiop.of any requirements of any title
opinion rendered by its attorneys or
title insurance binder hereunder;

The aét of sale is to be passed
before Buyer's notary at the State

Capitol, Baton Rouge; Louisiana, or

such other location as designated by Buyer

within the territorial limits of the
State of Louisiana 120 days from the

date of this agreement, provided that

.1f bonafide curative work in connec-—

tion with the title 1is required; the
parties agree to and do extend the

time-fpr passage of the act of sale
by an additionai 30 days. The sale

shall be with full warranty and full

006 . '
{83331 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete conveation service in new orleans



'@

17

- rights of subrogation. - and substitu-
tion and shall be in a form accept-
able to Seller and Buyer. Tﬁe
property shall be delivered free
and clear of all liens, encumbrances,
taxes (except taxes for the year in
wvhich the ﬁct of sale is passed),
leases and mortgages (except the
encumbrances accepted and agreed
to by Buyer).

5. The property described in Exhibit A
is conveyed subject to all outstanding
valid subsisting o0il, gas and mineral
interests presently reflgcted by the
records of the Parish of Bossier; it
béing understood, however, that
Seller expressly reserves unto him-
self and/or themselves, heirs and
assigns in perpetuity an imprescript-
ible mineral servitude covering and
affecting all minerals in and undgr
the -lands conveyed of every nature.

and. kind whatsoever except sand and

2039
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gravel ‘(to be exercised subaect"to“
reasonaéle reghlations by Buyer in
respect to the use of the surface);
which reservation is made to the.
full extent permitted under the pro-
visions of LSA-R.S. 31:149 et seé.,
which are acknowledged by the
parties to be applicable.

In the event Buyer fails to compl&
with this agreement within the time
specified, Seller, withouﬁ formality
beyond tender of title to-Buyer.may
declare this agreement null and void;

or Seller, may at her option demand

specific performance.

In the event Seller fails to comply

‘with this agreement within the time

specified, Buyer may, at its option,
either declafe this agreement rull

and void or demand specifié per-

formance.

Occupancy shall be available at the

time of the act of salz.

.
- -~ e mm . v WS
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10.

11,

This agreement and the sal?-contem-
plated hereby is subject to and con-
ditioned upon the approval of the
Governor of the State of Louisiana
and/or the Division of Administration,
The notices, payment and other matters
required hefeunto shall be delivered
or addressed to Seller at an address
or location furnishéd in writing by
Seller to Buyer within 30»@§ys of

the date of this agreement. Notices;
payments and other matters required
hereunto shall be delivered or
addressed to Buyer: Attention: J.
Burton Angelle, Director;'Louisiana
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission;-
400 Royal Screét, New Orleans,
Louisiana 70130 or at such other
address as Buyer‘may‘designate by
written notice.

This agreement shall be binding upon
and inure to the benefit of the par-

ties hereto and their respective

——
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heirs; successors; executors;_
administrators and assigns. Wﬁere
the term "Seller" and "Buyer" are
used herein, this shall be deemed
to include their respective heirs,
successors, executors, administra-
tors and aésigns-of such parties.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
Messrs. H. Clay Luttrell, Chairman; or

.J. Burton Angelle, Commission Director,

be and they are hereby appointed, author- )

i1zed and empowered to act for and on
behalf and in the name of this Commission
to purchase thé afofementioned 1#nds,
building and improvements and appurten-
ances thereon, to sign any and all neces-
sary deeds and documents in connection

. therewith, to pay the purchaée price
thereof and all pertinent and necessary
and usual expenses to purchaser which
said deeds and documents may contain;

and to incorporate and include in the

said documents and add all’ additional

[]
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stipulations; conditions gnd.provisibﬁs
as they, in their sole discretion; deem
to be to the best interest of the Com~-
mission.

THE CHAIRMAN: No. 3; Mr. Yancey.

MR. YANCEY: All right, the next item
will be héndled by Mf. Dupuy.

THE CHAIRMAN: O0. K., Marc, please.

MR. DUPUY: Mr; Chairman'and Members of
the Commission; ladies and gentlemen, at our last
meeting of this Commission,‘an offer had been made
to the Wild .Life and Fisheries Commission by Mr,
Morgan W, Walker to sell 3,820 acres of land in
eastefn.Avoyelles Parish in the Pomme de Terre
swamp area, and the Commission author;zed the
appraisal of the property. The appraisal ﬁas made
and the aééfaisal was $160 per acre. This Com-
mission by resolution at the last meeting offered
to Mr. Walker and his family the purchase of the
property at $156 an acre and Mr. Walker and his
family have declined that counter-offer and have
again reiterated their willingness to sell to the

Commission for the appraised value, which is $160

’”3’3@,; HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in new orleaas
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an acre.

1 have a letter from Mr. Walker; addressdd
to the Chairman and the Members of the Commission,
in which the offer 1is reiterated to sell to the
Commission for $160 per acre, with the reservation
of minerals in perpetuity. 1In addition, he has
waived a request thgf.he had previously made to
reserve exclusive use of the property for a period
of time. He has waived that request and will
deliver poésession'immediately upon the execution
of the sale.

Members of the Commission staff have disg
cussed and looked at the property 6arefu11y and
there 1s an access road into the property that is
being offered for sale. The access road is a per-
manent all-wéather road and Mr. Walker and his
family have made that road available also to the
Commission,.again at the same price, and addition-
ally an 80-§¢rq'tract of land which is cleared
land at the‘saméfprice of $160 an acre.

With all of this in mind, the land now
amounts tb 3,924 acres, and the property is avail-

able to this Commission for the appraised price.

§82§ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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Now I believe af this éoint; in the
manner in which we have it on the égenda; it would
probably be appropria;e now; since it is on the
agenda séparately - I was not going to discuss
the School Board lease until we come to that after

MR, THOMPSON: Mr, Chgirman; I would like
to move that we offer to buy the property.

MR. BERRY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr., Thompson,
seconded by Mr. Berry. Those in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

| (No response)

So ordered.‘

MR. DUPUY: Mr. Chairman, would ydu let
the record show that I abstained from voting. ‘

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, please let the
record show that Mr. Duﬁuy abstained from voting.

MR. DUPUY: For the benefit of the mem-
bers of the'audiénce; I am the éttorney represent-
ing Morgan W. Walker; have done so for twenty years
or so, and the prOperty'has'been in his possession

for over thirty:years.

[ 3
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'THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Marc,
| (The full text of the.
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild"
Life and Fisheries Commission is greatly

interested in establishing additional

"wildlife management areas in Louisiana;

and

WHEREAS, the Commission
initiated a program of land purchase
in 1961 to gccomplish this purpose and
to preserve at least a portion of the |
state's largely disappearing game'ranges.
in various regions of Louisiana; and

WﬁEREAS, a certain tract of
land hereinafter particularly described
in Exhibit A annexed hereto and made a
part hereof, consisting of a total of
3,924 acres, more or less, located in
Avoyelles Parish; Louisiana, has been
offered for sale to the Commission for

the full and true sum of $627,840.00;. and

E:‘:e
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WHEREAS, this tract, 1f “acquired,
will make an excellent wildiife management
area for waterfowl, furbearing animals,
deer, alligators, rabbits and other forms
of marsh life; and also will provide addi-
tional public hunting and fishing oppor-
tunities for spértsmen throughout the
State of Louisiana; and

WHEREAS, the acquisition of
this property has been carefully con-
sidered sy the dhairman, the Director,
aﬁd ali members of this Commission, after
which consideration, it is fhe conclu#ion
of all'members and the ﬁirector that the
acquisition thereof will be most favor-
able and advantageous to.the future
welfare of the fish and wildlife as a
wildlife management area and that the
acquisition thereof would also be
mutually beneficial to the State of
Loﬁisiana, this Commission, and the
citizens and residents of the st#te;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

v a——

éggg{ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convenzion service in new orleans




26

}that the iéuisiaua Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission purchase from the OWNERS the
following immovable property located in
_Avoyelles Parish, State of Louisiana,
totalling 3,924 acres,‘more or less,
described in Exhibit A annexed hereto

and made a partihereof.

The said saie is to be subjéct
to the following conditions and stipulations?
1. The purchase price of this sale by

| Sellers to Buyer, its successors
gnd'assigns, for the hereinabove
described property - Exhibit A -
shall be the sum of SIX HUNDRED
TWENTY-SEVEN THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED
FORTY AND NO/100 ($627,840;00)
DOLLARS, payable in cash at tﬁe time
of the act of .sale.

2. Real estate taxes for the year 1975
will be pro-rated to the date of the
act of sale. All proper and neces-
sary mortgage and other certificates

and tax researches are to be paid

[ 1] '
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by Seller.

3. The Seller shall deliver to Buyer
good and merchantable title to the
property. The decision as to
whether‘Seller's title to the
property 1is good and merchantable
shall rest solely with Buyer based
uponAtitle opinions rendered to
Buyer by attorneys of its selection.

?; B In lieu of title opinions réndered

o to the Buyer by attorneys of its

..' Lo seieqtiqn{ Buyer reserveé'the right

to obtain title insurance on the

;f_ : said property from a title fnsur-

ance company authorized to‘do and

doing business in the State of

;' ' Louisiana. Seller agrees to assist

Buyer, its attorneys, or the title

insurance in'securing any curative

matter whicﬁ Séller may be able to
obtain in order to saﬁfsfy any

= requirements of any title opinion

or interim title insurance binder

%
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rendered to Buyer. All curative
matter thus obtained shall be the
property of Buyer which is hereby

authorized after passage of the

act of sale to file same for record.

Final approval of title shall be at

the sole discretion of Buyer, its
attorneys, and the title fnsurance

company selected by Buyer, and

Buyer shall have the right to waive

and forego satisfaction of any
requirements of -any title opinion
rendered by its attorneys or title
insurance binder hereunder.

The act of sale is to be pas;ed
before Buyer's notary at the State
Capifol, Baton Rouge, Louisiana or
such other location as Aesignated
by Buyer within the territorial
limits of the State of Louisiana
120 days from the date of this
agreement, provided that if bona

fide curative work in connection

1

8
e
(o]
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with the title is reduifed; the
parties agree to and do extend the
time for passage of the act of sgle~
bi an additiohai thirty (30) days.
The sale shall be with full wa?ranty
gnd full rights of subrogation and
substitutién and shall be in a form
acceptable to Seller and Buyér@

Tﬁe property shall be delivered free
and clear of_all liens, encumbrances,
taxes (excépt taxes for the year in
which the act of sa1§ is passed),
leases énd mortgages (excepf the
encumbrances accepted and agreed

to by pret). |

Seller expressly reserves unto

himself, his heirs and assigns in

perpetuity an imprescriptible mineral

servitude covering and affecting all
minerals in and under the lands con-
veyed of every nature and kind what-~
soever (to be exercised subject to

reasonable regulations by Buyer in

[ 1 .
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respect to the use of the surface),
which reservation is made to the full

extent permitted under the provisions

of LSA-R.S. 31:149 et seq., which are

acknowledged bi thg parties to be
applicable..llt is underétood thgt
specificaliy excluded from the
mineral reservation described herein
are the naturél resources of sand
and gravel. |

Should Buyer decide to sell or
otherwise dispcse of all_og‘any

part of the property subject to

this agreement it shall give Sellers
writtén notice thereof, and Sellers
shall then have an optional-prior

right for a period of ninety (90)

-days after receipt of the notice

to purchase same for the price

paid to Sellers by the Buyer ($160.00
per(acre);,subject'to an adjuétment-
upward or downward with the ﬁhoie-

saie Commodity Iandex for all

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orlesns .
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commodities published by the United

" States Department of Labor, Bureau

of Labor Statistics, for the period
from the date hereof to the_date on
which the répurchase may be made.

If this‘particular Index is not being
published ét that time, the parties
hereto agree to base the computation
upon a similar or substitute Index
which may then be in use.

In the event Buyer fails to comply
with this agreement within the time
specifiéd, Sgllers; without formality
beyond tendér of title to Buyer may
declare this agreement null and void,
or Sellers may, at their option;
demand specific performance.

In the event Sellers fail to comply
with this agreement wi;hin the time
Specifiéd, Buyer may, at its option;
either declare this agreement nﬁll
and void or demand specific perform-

ance.

B0 ' .
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8. .Occupancy shall be availablé at the
time of the act of sale. |

9. This agreement and the sale contem;
_plated hereby is subject to and con-
ditioned upon the approval of the
Division of Administration, Statg
of Louisiaﬁa. |

10.. The notices; payments aﬁd other
matters required hereunto shall be
delivered or addressed to Morgan .
Walker, P. 0. Box 1088, Alekandria;
Louisiana 71301. Notices, pajments
and other matters required hereunto-
shall be delivered or addressed to
Buyer, Attention: J, Burton Angelle;
Director, Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission, 400 Royal
Stréet, New Orleans,'Louisiana
70130, or at such other address as
Buyer may designate by written
notice.

11; This agreement shall be binaing upon

and inure to the behefit of the-

~——r. - i 4. e——————
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parties hereto and their respective

heirs, successors; executors, admin-

istrators and assigns. where the

terms "Sellers'" and "Buyer" are

used herein, this shall be deemed

to include their respective heirs,

successors; executors, adminis-

fratprs and assiéns df'such parties.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the

Chairman and the Director of the Louisiana
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission be, and

they are hereby appointed, authorized and

empdwered to act for amd on behalf and in .

the name of this Commission to purchase.
the aforementioned lands, bdildings and
improvements and appurtenances thereon;
to sign any'and'all-neéessary deeds and
documents may contain, and to incorporate
and include in the said documents and

all additioﬁal stipulations, conditions
and provisions as they, in theirlsole
discretion, deem to be to the best

ijnterest of the Commission.
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34

EXHIBIT A

Tract One: A certain tract of land con-
taining 1,640 ac?es, more or less, and beiﬁg the
East Half of Section 20; all of Section 21; the
Northwest Quarter of Section 27; the North Half
and the North Half of the Southwest Quarter of
Section 28; and the ﬁorth Half of the Northeaét
Quarter and the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast
Quarter of Section 29; except any land in row crop
cultivation, if any;.a}I in Township One North,
Range Six East, Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana.

Tract. Two: A certain tract of land con-
taining 2,280 acres, more or lesg, and being the
South Halflof the Southwest Quarter, and the South-
east~Quarter of Section 10; the South Half of the
Southwest Qu;rter and the Northwest Quarter of
the Southwest Quarter of Section 11; the West Half
of Section 13; all of Sectionm 14; all of Section
15; the Northwest Quarter and the East Half of the
Northeast Qﬁarter of Section 23; and the Wést Half-
of the Northwest Quarter of Secti;n 24; all in
Township One North, Range Six East, Avoyelles

Parish, Louisiana.

- HHL
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Tract Three: A certain strip of land
containing four acres, mofe or less; situated in
Section 29, Township One North, Range Six East,
and being sixty feet in width and approximately
twentf—two hundred feet in length, extending from
Louisiana State'Highway #451 on the southwest to
the property above de?cribed in Section 29, on‘the
northeast, to be taken thirty feet oh each side of
the centerline of the existing roadway used as

access to Sutton Lake.

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, would you care to
discuss the Schoo? Béafd land? S

MR. DUPﬁY: Yes. On Tuesday.of this
past week I appeared before the Avoyelles Parish-
School Board. The School Board owns a sixteenth_
section which i§ adjoining ﬁroperty owned by Morgan
W. Walker and the School ﬁoard'by unanimous resolu-|
tion resofved that 1f the CommisSion.buys this
property and creates a wildlife management areé
that the School Board will execute a surféce lease
with this Commission on terms mutually agreegble

that will enable us, the Commission, to utilize

the School Board property as part of the game

883{ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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managemeht area. '1 have a letter from the School
Board addressed to the Commiésion to that effect.

I think it would then be approp:iaté to
authorize the éxecution of the lease with,the
School Board affeqting the sixteenth section aftér
we have acquired title to this property.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom~.
mendation. Do I have a motion?

MR.{ﬁoNESr I will so move to authorize
the Director to negotiate with the School Board
for a lease to.be submitted to the Commission for
its approvél and gxecufion.

MR. LAPEYRE: Second it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones,
seconded by Mr. Lapeyre. Those in favor; say aye. |

IN UNISON: Aye;

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed; no.

P ) (No response) |
vSo ordered.,

MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, Mr, Wille
has just returned and I like to stole his thunder,
I made a motion, not realizing you were going.to

offer to buy the property in your territory, so I

o6
|
&
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withdrew the motion and Mr. Jones made the motion

in your behalf, so you had better put your O, K,

on it.

MR. WILLE: I already gave Mr. Jones my
Proxy. o .

MR. THOMPSON: Oh, you had a proxy. I
want to see it! (Laﬂghter) |

THE CHAIRMAN: Ladies and gentlemen,
that's my board, that's my board! You have got to
prove it; don't make a statement>un1ess you can
back it up!

"0, K., No. 5.

MR. DUPUY: With regard to the propertieq
adjoining the Morgan Walker and the School Board
properties in this Pomme de Terre area, some 700
acres is owned by the Roy 0. Martin Lumber Company.
Its éresident, Roy 0. Martin, Jr., has indicated |
to me that it is willing to sell to the Wild Life
and Fisheries Commissionqits adjoining and contigu-
ous property for the same price that the adjoining
property hés been appraised. I don't know and I
don't think'any of us know at this time whether or

not the Division o0f Administration would approve

9060
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the purchase of it for that price without an
appraisal. It could be that we will need to have
an appraisal made of the property and, 1f‘so,.then
we would need authorization to appraise, If, on
the other hand; we do not need an appraisal, we
can simply execute a buy-and-sell agreement with
the company that is Qilling to sell for the same
price, and then in that event I think we ought to
do so.

Now, just by way of explanation, the Roy
0. Martin acreage includes a lake called Belson
Lake. The Morgaﬁ‘Walker acreage. included a lake:
called Sutton Lake. I see a f#rmer member .and
'vice-chairman of this Commission, Mr. Henry Clay
Wright, in the aﬁdience, and I think Mr..ﬂright
can attest to the fact that those two la;es are
two of the finest anywhere in this part of the
country, not just the state. Belson Lake and
Sutt&n Lake will both be a part of this management
area, together with access roads to both of themn.

I would like very much to recommend thaﬁ
we proceed with authorization to either purchase

if we can or have an appraisal if we must.

2663
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' . MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman; I would 1lik¢g
- to make that motion again on the first piece, but
I would like to say to'you this, that Belson Lake
I guess is world renowned for having the largest
bream that I have ever seen or heard of anywhere
in the world., I am sure there are some somewhere
else but I am going to stick to it, they are the
biggest in the world. This is really a fine lake.

MR. BERRY: I would like for Mr. Clay

Wright to make a few comments on this., Come on upg

[ -
Voty i g, e

MR. CLAY WRIGHT: Ladies and gentlemen,

Marc is really telling you like it is. It is one
- of the finest fisﬂing places I guess in Central
Louisiana. - I think the price is right, the price
of land. ,Liké the Chairman told you, they are not
making any more land. As long as they havé access .
and that is what I asked one of them, if they had
plenty of access into this propefty, because in the

past the Commission has brought propérty and we

really didn't have the access to iﬁ that we needed|

g e

and ff they have plenty of access to it, I think
it is a wonderful project and I would hope that

@- you all would go on and try to buy the rest of the

e , .
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land.

THE CHAIRMAN: Clay, we are buying the
road down the ridge, the gravel road down the'
ridge.

MR. WﬁIGHT: How wide?

THE CHAiRMAN: Sixpy feet.

MR. WRIGBT; That's wide enough.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, I think we can pass
each other on it. |

MR. WRIGHT: May I get permission from
the Commission to go and check the lake before you.
all close the dea}? _(Laughter) Yourpeed somebody
to do it. :

THE CHAIRMAN: Excuse me, I want to tell
him this. I started fishing that lake in 1932 and-
I was bringing outsidérs from Texas here.in 1939 |
and I have proof of 1it, so I think I should go
check the lake. | |

MR. WRIGHT: Well, let's go togethert

fHE CHAIRMAN: 0. K., we will gd-together.v

MR. BERRY: Mr. Chairman, I want to say

I have heard you and Mr. Wright say this morning

that they just aren't making any more 1land, If you

S0 .
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lived in Morgan City and tried to get up the mouth.
of the Atchafalaya River and could see those bars
and new land pﬁshing up when you are on one of
}those~boats, you would know God is still makiné
some landAsomeﬁhere.
MR. WRICHT: The only difference is Ed
Kyle is down there n;w. He is shoving that land
on out. I know he is doing that job!
MR. BERRY: I knew somebody was messiﬁg
in 1t}
| THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Clay.. Now,
did we authofizeaphe - T o o “
| DIRECTO& ANGELLE: Mr., Jimmie made the
motion, ‘
THﬁ CHAIRMAN: Mr. Jimmie; you made the

motion, and I have forgotten who seconded it. We

had no second? ‘

MR. WILLE: I second it.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved and
seconded that our Director be authorized to pro-
ceed with the Roy ﬁartin property.

MR. JONES: |How many acres 1is thaf?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Séyen.hundred.

3334 ) .
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THE CHAIRMAN: Let me get the vote.
?hose in faQor;-say_aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

(No response)

So ordered. |

MR. THOMPSON: Is that all the land?
What happened to that other land adjacent to it
that we were talking about getting? |

MR. DUPUY: It is in the.mill but 1t 1is
not ready at this point.

THE CHAIRMAN: We think it will come
through; though, |

MR. DUPUY: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Which will block it out
and make‘a huge block, 0. K, ﬁr° Yancey, we will
get back on our No. 1. ) |

MR. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman and Members of
the Commission, the next item on the agenda has to
do with Catghbuia Lgke and the fa?t that the Com~
mission needs to authorize the Director to 1issue
a permit to the Corps of Engineers to go into the

Lake and do some additional work there that would

‘ .
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1ncréase the amount of low water drainage capacity
that we have on the Lake. |

We have got-  a very; very serious pfoblem
on Catahoula Lake. We think fhat the entire futurﬂ-
of that area is at stake insofar as migratory
waterfowl are concerned, and we are convinced that
unless this additfongl work is done, that Lake is
going to be completely lost insofar as an importang.
waterfowl area is concerned.

The Lake, as we all know, is located just
east pf Alexandria. It is approximately 26,000
acres in size. It is the primary area in Louisian?,
all of Louisiana, for public ﬁaterfowl hunting.
It has heavy duck usage from beginning in late
August and early September right on into April
and eariy May. We think there are somewhere betweTn
ten and 15,000 people that hunt ducks.on this Lake;
and unless we can get this additional low water
drainage capacity constructed oﬁ that Lake, then
the Léke will no longer be able to produce the
bumper crop of duck food plgnts_that ié has in
years pasﬁ,»

Since we are here in Alexandria and sinc¢

Be0s
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.fringe of the Lake éhowing the location of the

this isgue has been very much in the news recently
and since the Corps of Engineers held a public
hearing on the matter in Jena the other night; we
thought perhaps for the benefit of the other mem-~
bers of the Commission and some of the people in
the au&ieqce that we would; by way of explanation,
show some of these"siides and hopefully illust;ate
just what the problem is and why this additional
work need§ to be done.-

This first slide shows the location of
the Lake in Louisiana, about halfway betweenvhere
and Jena.

This next slide shows the configuration

of Catahoula Lake with the dark areas around the

stand of swamp privet and water elm which have been
for many years gradually'encroaching out on the
Lake bed. . The cross-hatched areas show the acre-
ages that are producing the highest quality duck
food supply'fhat wé know of on any area in the
United Staﬁes.~ These cross-hatched areas are pri-
marily chupa and millet, and the white area in the

middle of the Lake is the pool that remains in
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@00



' ®

44

“to blue-winged teal when they are coming through if

éxistence in the late summer after water levels
have feceded to their lowest 1eve1; The chupé on
this Lake will produce up to about 2,000 pounds
per acre and the millet will run somewhere between
800 and 1,200 pounds of food per'acre°
| Now this pool areé in the middle of the

Lake is an area tﬂatfalso produces large quantitieé
of duck food plants, primarily spike rushes and

sagittarius, and that is the area thatis attractivT

early September. Sometimes when we think about thg
location of Catahoula Lake, we .think maybe Mother
Nature planned it that way.. In other words, it is
located right in the confluence of the Mississippil
and the Ouachita and the Red River Valley down
wﬁich millions of ducks pour each winter; and it
looks like Mother Nature said, "This looks like a
spot where we need to put a higﬁ quality area for
migratory waterfdwl use, and these birds that come
down in the fall can use this area and when they
go'back in the spring they can use it again." Of
course, at different times there have been o#er

a million ducks found on this Leake. The!average

i
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wintering population will run around 200 000 but-
many, many hundreds of thousands of birds come
through in the early fall and stop over in here fon
‘a c§up1e of weeks before going on down into Mexico
and South America.

This shows the Lake in late June and
early July. The watér levels are Beginning to -
drop on the Lake. The elevation there would prob-
ably be somewhere around 32 or 33 feet. It is a
great big lake. The bottom of the Lake, as you
can see here; is extremely flat. Variation inv
elevation fgom ohe-side of the Lake to the other-
amounts to only about two or three feet, and for
each foot that the water drops, there are just
thousands and thbusands of acres of mud flats that
become exposed and free of water. ‘As this happens,
chupa and millet begin to germinate, as you can
see here.,. This light brown vegetation is chupa on
the higher elevations and in the background, in anJ
around‘the pool,lyou can begin to see the millet
begin té come in in the marshes there, Every acre
of that Lake just turns to solid duck food under

normal conditions.

gge9 : o
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Here 1s a photqgraph'takenl; little bit
" later on in the summer, as the Lake is continuing
to bégin to green up. He:e is another aerialvphotc-
graph after the millet has progressed on up to the
point where it is just about to mature. Here 1is a
closeup of this wild millet that you hear‘sb mﬁch
about. You can see éhose seed heads are so heavy
with food for ducks that they are just tilting oven
there. Of course, there are several thousand acre&
of this that formerly grew~on the Lake, This is
the chupa that you find at the higher elevations
and this is the.plant that produces its food supplw
on the roots rafher than on the éeed heads.

Here 1s a closeup of one of these chupa

plants with the black nut in the palm of ﬁhis man'
hand. That is the part of the plant that the duck
use, the mallards and pintails particularly and
canvasbacks. Here is another éimilar shot of the
same plant. You can get a better look at it. Some
of these individual plants will produce 15, 20, 25
of these tubers., Here is another shot of this
chupa plant., You can see there are several tubgrs

on this individual plant, and there are just miiligns

RS
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and billions of these plants that come up on the .
Lake. Here is a number of these chupa tubers‘here.

As we all know, this lake bed is also
used heavily by livestock. Many thousands of
cattle graze on the lake bed in thevlate summer
and also many thousands of heads of hogs aléo use
the Lake. They tend.to till this soil out there
and we think it even contributes to the annual
pfoduction of that plant and_at the same time they
are tilling the soil, they are turning these chupa
‘tubers up where they are more readily available;
when.thé winter rains they £fill these hog rootings
in and it is just an ideal situation for use by
mallards and pintails,.

0. K.; here is a shot showipg water
beginning to creep into the vegetation on the Lake,
This water would be a couple of inches deep, which
is just perfect and ideal for puddle ducks‘to feed
on the seed and the chupa tubers. This 15 what thl
Lake looks like; has always looked like for hun-
dreds and hundreds of yeats; with the hordes of
wintering waterfowl that come into the area to

take advantage of this available high quality food

[- T ]
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'supply. - Here .is another shot which has been typicagl
of what tﬁe people of ‘this area héQe been witness-
ing on that Lake for mény; many years;

All right. Back in the mid-Fifties, we.
know that there was a very controversial issue
developed in connection wi;h the proposed construc-
tion of a nine-foot ﬁavigational channel on the
Quachita River. The fish and wildlife interests
and inside the Commission and.the Fish and Wild-
life'Service wanted thé lock and dam located above
- Jonesville so that it would not interfere with
drainage of-water from Catahoﬁla Lake. Navigation
interests wanted thellock and dam put below Jones-
ville and we had a. tremendous controversy that
raged in this part of the state for a:period of
several years., Finaliy it was resolved and a com-
promise was reached with the navigation intérests
and the wildlife people getting tdgether on the
point that the lock and dam would be put beiow
Jonesville but a new drainage outlet would be pro-—
vided for Catahoula Lake that would continue naturgl
conditions on the Lake and permit.the dewatering of

that lake bed during the late summer months and thg¢
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This work was done. The lock and dam was
ﬁut beloﬁ Jonesville. The nine-foot-navigational
channel was greaﬁed on the Ougchita River. The new

drainage canal was cut from Catahoula Lake over to

Black River to hit the river below the lock and daj :
so that the water could continue to drain out to the

lowest possible elevations on Catahoula Lake, and 2

- - gated structure was put in that channel. Everybody
oA thought that this thing would do the job that would
be necessary to continue to maintain natural con-
A‘.,,_.' ditions on that Lake. -

| However; it didn't do the job and it

does a good job in getting the water off the Lake

ts; down to an elevation of about 30 feet, but it is
below that elevation where we produce the duck fooé
supply which is produced in this zone from about
elevation 26.5 up to an elevation of 30 feet, which
iﬂ- is about the edge of the tree that you see on the
- edge of the Laké. What has happened in the last
couple of yeérs since the project has been in exist-

ence and this particular aerial photograph shows

@ the channel that was excavated from Catahoula Lake;

' : ]
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ovef to Black River, which 15 some 10 or 12 miles
away, and this shows the gated structure in the’
channel. You can see the channel that was drédged
on out onto the lake bed to provide the low water
drainage capacity that would have to be maintained
in ordeé to keep this Lake productive of duck food
supplies. |
In the last year, year and a ﬁalf, the

Lake would get down to a lbw enough elevation to
pgrmit the plants to germinate and then we would.
get heavy rainfall and it would begin to flood
back into that vegetation.' It simply couldn't get
to that gate and on over to Black River. What
would happen, these freshly germinated plénts would
then be covered by water and it would simply kiil
them, Prior to the project, once the Lake level
dropped and this grass began to. germinate and grow,
it never would-reflood. We never had a préblem but
we have got it now and it 1is goiﬁg to ruin that
Lake unless we do something about it.

| Once it has flooded, weli, last yéar,
the water would then recede off the'vegetgtionﬁ.

you can see that it is yellew and sickly looking
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. here on these mud flats, right on the verge of
dying, and about that time another rain Qould come
and the water would coae back up over ﬁhis végeta-'
tion, Here the vegetation is completely covered |
by water, and this particular situation just killed
last year's crop bf duck food. We have lost that
crop of duck food thfee years in a row and duck
usage on that Lake has declined by somewhére arquﬁd
- Bateman; who keéps our inventory information,
flies this Lake, keeps up with the duck populatioﬂ;
indicates that duck usage has dropped ground 90,
95 percent,, -

Oncethaé Lake level then reééded again,
this was the mud flat situation we had on up there
toward the end df the growing season. Now.thése
mud flats under ordinary circumstances would have
been covered by a mature stand of chupa and millet
but as you can see here, there is nothing there.

These germinafed planté have been hrowned out, they

have been lost, they have been killed. There is

nothing there at all for migratory waterfowl to

use when the Lake levels rise again during the

winter months,

5060
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- Catahoula Lake prior to the navigation project on

This is a shot of French Fork which

served as a main low water drainage artery for

the Ouachita, and what we have asked the Corps of
Engineers to do is to go ahead and provide us with
equal drainage capacity through the new gate, the
new channel, that we formerly had in French Fork,
because the Lake never did reflood during the growJ

ing season when we had this drainage outlet. This

e

is basically what we have asked them to do and thej
had this public hearing over in Jeﬁa the other
night. There wa§<a lot of opposition to that pfo-.
ject, maini& 5ecause some people were fearful tﬁét
it would adverselyvaffect low water stages in -
Little River, but the Engineérs of course say that
it absolutely will not, and we agree with them, in
any way affeét water levels in Little River.

Now this pfoject as we view it 1s a cor-
rective measure that is going to be necessary to
restore natural conditions on Catahoula'Lake. The
present problem Qas created by this lock and dam
and the creation of the nine—fooé navigational

chahnel, and all we are aéking the Corps to do 1is

Féigg
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7’

to give us the same situation that we*had;before;
We reéuested the pfoject. We feel 1t 1is necesséry
and if it is not done, we think the Lake is géing.
to be lost to waterfowl.

This proposed additional Aredging work
on the Lake is designed for one thing, and that is
to restore the Lake :Q natural conditions. The
Lake is also extremely important for sport and com-
mercial fishing purposes, but this particular pro-
ject would not in any way affect that whatsoever.
It 1is simply a'wa;erfowl management measure ‘that
has got to be taken out there and we think that it
should be done and we asked the Corps to procéed
with this project and try to get it done by the -
middle of July of this year. There was some oppo-
sition to it., We hope that it won't influence the
Corps' thinking to the point that they would not
want to proceed with it, because unless the work is
dore, that area 15 gone, probably from now on.

The Board action that nee&s to be taken
mainly is that we need fo get the Commission to

authorize the Director to give the Corps this per-

Tmit to go on the Lake and do this work, assuming

~

.

{]

®
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that they will proceed with 1t;

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation;,gentlemen. Could I have a motion?

| MR. BERRY: So move. |

MR. YANCEY: There may be some comments.
1 don't know if aﬁyone has some comments about 1it. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Do we have any discussion|
on giving the Director permission to issue this
assurance? . I have a motion by Mr. Berry.

MR. W;PLE: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Wille.
Those in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

| (No response)

So ordered, gentlemen. Thank you .
Mr. Yancey.

Mr. Schafer.

MR. SCHAFER: Mr; Cﬁairman and Members
of the Commission; we have req@ested the Division
of Administration to advertise for bids for the
clam shells to be planted in two areas; the Sister

Lake Seed Reservation and Black Lake on the eas:t

FITTEY.
I

i
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side of the river, one on the east side and one on
the west side. We had $150,000 set up in our
capital bu@get. The Division of Administratiﬁn
advertised for bids and received one bid for $5.92
a.cubic_yard. This will give us approximately
24,000 to 25,000 cubic yards to be planted. This
price is in line, and I would recommend that the
Commission accept this bid.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation.

MR. JONES: I.so move.

MR. WILLE: Second.

THE CHAiRMAN: Those in favor; say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

(No reséonse)

So ordered; Thank you, Harry.

Mr. Thompson, you have sométhing?

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, I would like to bring
up someghiqg we discussed at our informal meeting
last night with reference to the big game license,
and I am doing this strictly to get it on the recox

Last year at ore of our meetings I asked

434 4
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ql’ .. .| asked that the big game license be simplified from
a point of the sheriffs issuing this licensé; and
some work was done on it but it didn't come out to
my satisfaction.

| I have a copy here that all the Commis-
sioh members have seen of what goes on the big gamJ
license. What prompfed me to make this decision of
this request was that I had three sheriffs teli me
that they had a tremendous amount of duplication;
and many of you have seen lines that have.formed;
particularly at deer season when you are trying to
. guy the big game license.,

I would like to put it in the form of a
motion that we direct Joe Herring to deleté from.
the big game 1i§ense next year the spaces that thé{
asked to be filled in, namely, race, sex; color of
hair; color of eyes, weight;‘height, feet; inches;
age, and any other information that can be elimin-
ated without doing any harm to the Wild Life and
Fisheries program. Actually my original request

was that we merely have a transfer of your basic

v

license number to the big game license and a signas

ture. However, Joe Herring -- in his absence T

8360
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will tell you what his opposition was to this; his
opposition was'the fact that thej picked up these
big‘game licenses to make their surveys, their
kill surveys,_eﬁ cetera, aﬁd they needed the ad--
dresses, and if they merely had the number it would
be a tremendous. task to go back and correlate the .
basic hunting license number with the big game
license n;mber. But all that he does need on here
is the name and address of the person buying it.

I would like to pﬁt it in the form of a
motign that we direct Joe to make the necessary
changes. ) ' . ' :

THE CHAIRMAN: I have a motion. Do I have
a second?

MR. BERRY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Berry.
Those in favor, say aye.

IN UNISOﬁ: Aye.
| THEJCﬁﬁIRMAN: Opposed; no.
| - (No response)
So ordered;- —
Now; we have No. 7, I believe we have

Mr. Douglas Ham, City of Jennings; I would 1like

« 3

—— . - “‘
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you to state your name and who you are refresenting

MR. DOUGLAS HAM: ﬁy name is Douglas Ham,
Director of Reéreation; City of Jennings, and I am
here representing the City and Jeff Davis Parish
Sheriff's Department.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir.

MR. HAM: Oﬁr purpose here today 1is to-
set.the framework for the 1976 budget if we can, on
the de§e10pment of gun ranges. The new federal law
and the federal pressure and the national pressure
on the safety of.gﬁnS'has prompted me to do this,
as I am new in the City of Jennings and we have no
facilities, or the Parish.

| What brought my attention to the avail-
ability of future monies is the article that came
out from Atlanta in the Baton Rouge paper, THE
ADVOCATE, where it stated that monies wouldlﬁe
available in the future for this development of
gun ranges,'operating and maintenance of public
targets. So, in the process of developing my
recreation facilities and helping with the region,
I have noticed that the State has; especially in

southwest Louisiana, no public gun range whatsoever

L g
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for safety purpoées, to teach classes or teach
people that are out of school or in school; either‘
one, the safety of guns, |

In my research I have noticed that thé
total water acreage here in the state is'1;794,775
acres, We have 648 boat ramps on 664 iand acres
and we have 10,263 feet of fishing pier. We also
have 1,752,471 acres of hunting acres. Now, along
with this, we have 55 percent of the people in this
state that fish. We also have 79 percent of the
people in this state that hunt, Tﬁere is a lot of
crossover here, people going'both ways. There is
23 percent of big game hunting people that hunt,
There is 35 percent with small bore, smaller rifles
and 21 percent of the people in this state hunt for
waterfowl,

Néw, this is a tremendous lot of people
that. . are doing a lot of hunting, and there are kids
that are coming up now and the adults every year
are increasing and increaéing. This state is in
the process; I understand; of setting up.g;n safetj
classes. Other statés have this mandatory regula-

tion where you can't get your license until you
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.have gone through these classes and éﬁalified,%,
What we are trying to do in our southwest
area; we only have ope; well; it is a private range,
which is the Sheriff's Department range, 6ver in
Lake Charles. In our whole region there 1s not one
public gun range.. In fact, I don't believe that in
this state there is éne public gun range that is
free of charge to the ﬁﬁblic. fhere are a numbé:
of private grbups that have their own gun range
but it doesn't settle the problem for the people
who can't afford them. What we are trying to do 1§
request the Commission for the 1976 budget to. put .
in fbr us $55,000}into your budget committed for it;
our gun-rangea
As you will see from the drawings before
you, this is a gun range that has been developed
on a regioﬁal concept, not just a local type of
group. This gun range will give the Commission a
good 1idea of what a §uality gun range can be
developed for a small amount of money. A lot of
people will come in and they will reduest $100,000
$200,000, for gun ranges, but what we have deQeloped

here is a very quality type gun range for a small
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amount of money that is going to serve a large
amount of people. The house connected with this
will be your area for teaching gun safety, where

we will conduct classes. We are going to have.
qualified instructors taught by the state to come
in and teach thesé, all the year round,. fhe Sher-‘
{ff's Department and'myself wili go in fifty-fifty
on this devélopment. We will maintain the mainten-
ance and make sure that this gun range is operated
year round pfoPerly. | |

Gentlemen; that is the request that I
have today. |

MR. DUPUY: Mr. Ham, whose property? I
am not sure I understood,. .

MR. HAM: This is 25 acres that 1is owned
by the Ciéy of Jennings, and we will use about one-
half of this. This gun range has been laid oQt
wvhere in the future when the number of participantsg
increases we will be able to expand on both sides.
It has a pistol range, rifle range. Ib has a skeet]
and trap combination. | | |

MR. DUPUY: Presently none of it is undey

development? _ , p

i
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MR. HAM:: No, sir, none of it at this‘
time is ;nder development. |

THE CHAIRMAN: You reﬁuest from the Wild
Life and Fisheries Commission just what? |

MR. HAM: For the 1976 budgeé; it would
add that $55;000 for.the construction of this gun
rénge.

THE CHAIRMAN: I would like to say this.
This is quite interesting and we are quife inter-
ested in 1it. Of céurse, just at this particular
time, just as a remark from the Chair, I don't see
how we can do any more than just really take this
thing under consideration for future reference and
future consideration,

MR, HAM: That is what I am trying to doﬁ
set the stage now so that this can be developed
properly within the next year for the 1976 cons:ld-~
eration of your budget,

THE CHAIRMAN: 1 assure you we will take
it under consideration, |

MR. HAM: We appreciate that.

THE CHAIRMAN:Y We will get back with you,

Do we have any other discussion, gentlemen?
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ilities like this throughout the state on a -

MR; JONES: I thihk his pro;osal is very
well taken aﬁd I think.in addition to considering
it for the City of Jennings; and I think the Cify
of Jennings is an excellent location for southwest
Louisiana because it is sort of the center of that
area, but I Ehink.we ought to attempt to do the
same thing throughoug the state. If we are going
to come up with a proposal for a facility 1like thig;
we ought to in the next year have the Game Division
study‘the possibility of dqing this throughout the
state, so that we might come up with one program
where we yould come up with money to. install the.
facilities like tﬁis throughout the state. -

Now, when you say ‘76, you mean for the
Commission to the legislature next year?

MR, HAM: Right. This gives us a yeét
where we can work on it solidly.

MR, JONES: I move that we instruct the

Game Division to study the idea of installing fac-

regional basis.
THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the motion

gentleman. Do I have a second?
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"to you.

the vote,

MR. LAPEYRE: I will second it.

THE CHAIRMAN:

IN UNISON:

Those in favor, say aye.

THE CHAIRMAN:

MR. THOMPSON:

THE CHAIRMAN:

MR. THOMPSON:

I see Bill Day is back there in the back.

THE CRAiRMAN: Gentlemen, the result of

I didn't get it in.

MR,
THE
MR,
THE

MR.

ing study is,

He practically built one of chesé things single-
handedly, did a real good job of it, and I think

it only cost two or three. thousand -dollars.

THOMPSON:
CHAIRMAN:
THOMPSON:
CHAIRMAN:

THOMPSON:

jﬁst as Jerry salid, I don't think
this Commission could ﬁelp any one individual part
of this scate without helping the entire state,.

In fact, I would vote against just going|down to

hely just you, but we will study it and bring it

Aye,

Seconded by Mr. Lépeyre.

Opposed, no.,
That is just to study it?
Just to study it.

I will just make a commentg

Everybody votéd,.
Unanimous. So ordered.
To study 1it.

To study it. So ordered.

The reason I am emphasiz-

Sesa
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oﬁt'and if it is needed in our gun safety program,'
which we all know is taking place all over the
country, then we might make unified bids for fhe
wﬁolg’state.'
| MR. HAM: 1 appreciate that; and what
this does is show.you that it doesn't cost you a
lot of money to give.you a quality range.
| THE CHAIRMAN: Correct.

'MR. DUPUY: We certainly appreciate your
presentation. |

MR. HAM: Thank you, gentlemeti°

THE CHAIRMAN: We havé in the audience.
.I understand Mr. ﬁouis'dé Launay, Sheriff of Jeff
Davis Parish., Mr. dé Launay, glad to have you.
(Applause) 1If you would care to make qomments; we
would be glad to have you do that,

(Inaudible comment bj Sheriff &e Launay.)

(Mayor of Jennings here introduced

himself.)

THE CHAIRMAN: I apologize. I didn't
know that or I would have introduced you. (Applause)

MAYOR OF JENNINGS: I appreciate,'Mr;

Jones, and all of you, accepting this. I will even

4
] |
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‘governing the use of nets, net fishing in Calcasiey

invite the whole committee to coﬁe to. Jennings and
look things over. (Inau&ible remarks) We are the
fastest growing cityiin the State of Louisiana.
Come and see us. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr, Mayor, 1 would 1like
to make this commént in behalf of your group. 1
am certain it was an‘oversight because none of us
overlbok the Major! |

(Reply of Mayor inaudible)

THE CHAIRMAN: I recognize Mr. Jones.
He has something to bring before the Commission.
Mr. Jones, ‘ |

MR. JONﬁS: I pave two m&tters. They
are both not on the agenda. One of thém is the
carryover from last meeting, which was tabled unti
this meeting. It involves the regul#tions we
adopted pertaining to Calcasieu Lake;

To refresh your memory, I think it was

at the March meeting we adopted some regulations

Lake. These regulations came out of many meetings
that were held between the commercial fishermen

and the sport fishermen regarding their controversy

i
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about the use of nets for catching redfish #nd
sfeckied~trout. As you recall, we have an ongoing
study now of Calcasieu Lake to determine the effect
of net fishing. The group had one amendment which
they desired to make to the regulations. The mat-
ter was tabled laét meeting, and that involved
amending the regulations to provide that from
June 1 to Labor Day there would Se no net fishing
during the daylight hours.

Since our last meeting a bill has been
introduced i# the legislature to accomplish that.
I think it would be fair and wise for us to allow
the legislature té go forward with that proposal
and have it as an act of the Iegislatufe for the
very reason that while we are doing our study; one
of the big. advantages the biologists will have is
he has access to the Commission to change“regula—
tions that he feels should be made. As to Calcasieu:
Lake, the legislature has authorized us to make the
regulations and this gives our biologists studying
the lake a tool to use. I feel confident that 1if
today we amend those reguiations to put this pro-

vision in there that the bill pending in the legis-

; .
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lature would‘an'be‘pUrsued.

Acco?dingly, I would like td-move --1I
don't want to say tﬁat we bring out fromvundér the
table, but that we‘amend the regulations we adopfed
in March to pfovide that in Calcasieu Lake between
June 1 and Labor Day that there be ﬁo net fishing.
during the daylight ﬁours°

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the moti&n.
Do I have a second? ' |

MR. DUPUY: I will second it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Dupuy;
Any discussionéQHThose in-favor; say aye.

IN UﬁISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed; no,

_ (No reSpbnse)

So ordered.

MR, BERRY: I am opposed to it;IMr.
Chairman. - | | |

THE CHAIRMAN: Oh; one no vote, Two
no votes., All tight; let me count the votes then.
One; two, -- we will call the roll. |

MR, THOMPSON: That's all right., It

passed,

R A e e R T
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THE CHAIRMAN: It passed.
MR. JOﬁES: I have got another matter
that is not on the agenda. It involves the reor-

ganization, as it pertains to the Wild Life and

Fisheries Commission. I think we should make our

position clear if we have a positidn. On my own
I attended two commigtee meetings at the legisla-
ture in Baton Rouge dealing with the question of
reorganization of the state govefnment as it per-
tains to Wild Life and Fisheries Commission.

As you know, the Constitution provides
that the state governﬁent-shall,be.reorganized
into no more than 21 agencies, and the plan that
apparently is proposed puts ué under an agency
called the’Department of Natural Resource#.' 1
think this is contrary to what the sportsmen have
wanted for years and what they put into effect
when they put the Wild.Life and Fisheries Commis-
sion in the Constitution in 1954. While I was at
those meetings I sort of got the impression that
this Commission.haé never taken a'position and
expressed definitely to the legislature how we

feel on it. I think it would be approprilate £or

- - e
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us to let them know how we feel. i don't know if
that has got any weight but I think we should make
our pdsition clear. | |

I noted at that hearingAthe Wildlife
Federation was represented by its president and
weﬁt on record very clearly as saying that they
wanted the Wild Lifeiand Fisheries Commission to
remain as it is and t§ be one of the 21 agencies
and not t6 be under a Department of Natural
Resources. I think that reflects the feeling of.
the sportsmen of Louisiana and I would like to make
a motion that this Commission go on record as favor
ing a feofganization plan that would have the Wild
Life and Fisheries Commission as one of the 21
agencies, not under the Department of Natural
Resources. - |

MR. BERRY: I will second that; Mr.
Chairman. -

THE CHAiRMAN: You have heard the motion
and the second.4 Those in favor; say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed; no.

(No response)

‘ge# .
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THE CHAIRMAN: So ordered. :

AnyBody else on the panél have something
to bring forward?

Gent}emén, I have several people who
need to be heard befofe twelve o'clock. This
finishes the agen&a and I will call on these peopld
so that they can get.but. I will assure you that
you will be called on also. I didn't get your namq
but you will be called.

MR. THOMPSON: No, this is not the publig
hearing. This is just other business under our
regular'mee;iﬂg.._ |

| THE CHAiRMAN: I have Mr. Bill Day and
he has requ;sted to be heard before noon so he can
get back to his regular job. Bill. |

MR. WILLIAM DAY: Thank you; Mr. Chair-.
man, Commission Members, Mr. Angelle --

THE CHAIRMAN: Bill, may I ask --

MR. DAY: Wait a minute; And the Mayor.

THE CHAIRMAN: -~-thi§ doesnft have any-
thing to do with seasons and bag lfmits;

MR. DAY: No, sir;'it does not.

THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K. 'Thank you, Bill,

Tjj .
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‘disturbed about something, gentlemen, that took

‘Life and Fisheries Commission, and I am speaking

MR. DAY: It has to do specifically with

the authority of this Board, for one thing. I am

place on Tuesday, February 25 meeting; 1975, in
which Mr. Thompson made a motion, according to'-
your official minutes, which I’read,.and I will
quote Mr. Thompson, |

"KR. THOMPSON:- Mr. Chairman, I don't
know if this is the time for me to bring it up but
yesterday at our informal meeting the tﬁought ran
through my mind and I think.many of us when we-
were squabbling over how some monies were going
to be spent, where it was going to be dedicated

and how it was going to be taken from the Wild

of monies generated by the Wild Life and Fiéheries,
natural resourées, license fees; et cetera, et
cetera. I would 1like to ask this Commiséion to
join with me in a motion that we go on record and
direct our personnel to prepare the‘neceSSéry
legislation to be one of; I say that plurally; the
first to go on recpfd as asking the legislature

to present to the people of the State of Louisiana}
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a Constitqtional amendment to thi?'new monster
that we have, the Constitution, which may I go on
record I did not vote for it; and put us back in
our rightful place with the funds that we deserve
and generate, not asking for anything from anyoﬁe
but only to keep those which are ours to begin with
and that our people,'Mr. Yancey, the Director, Dr.
St. Amant et cetera all work together to formulate
just what should be done, 1ﬁ only a fair vein, and
approve‘this motion that we so instruct the legis-
lature té éresent to the people at the next eleq-
tion at the.proper time -a- Constitutional amendment
with these guidelines.

"MR. JONES: I will second that,

“THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Thémpson,
seconded by Mr. Jones. 1Is there any discussion?

"DIRECTOR ANGELLE: 1Is the word 'instructg'
proper or 'teéommeﬁd'? |

“MR. THOMPSdN: I want to instruct. I
don't wantAto recommend.an§thing. I want to
instruct; |

"DIRECTOR.ANGBLLEQ Do you want to

instruct the legislature to do that?

& .
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"MR. JONES: I think he‘méaht”instruct
you all tovrecommend° |

"DIRECTOR ANGELLE: You are instrucfing

- us to recommend? | -

"MR. THOMPSON: I want to instruct you
all to prepare the proper form to be presented to
the legislature, to recommend to the legislature.
And to ask them, you can't instruct theﬁ; but to
ask them to adopt it to be preseﬂted as a Consti-
tutional amendment at the proper tiﬁe. 1 dén't
have those'datés. In other words, I am not trying
to tell anybody I can't tell buﬁ I-think if we votd
unanimously that will mean that you will do.

"THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Veillon, would
you come up SO we caﬁ get it on tape. -

"MR. EDGAR VEILLON: I would like to sayv'
the Wildlife Federation goes on record wholehearted
supporting this action.-

‘ | "THE CHAIPMAN: We appreciate that, Mr.
Veillon, dne of the.things that has us a little
bit shaky is not knowing what will happen to the
funds that the Commission generates as of its own.

Of course, this is no one's fault right now but I

e : :
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-believe thét Mr.‘Thompson has a motion thatvperhapé
would clarify and certainly would benefit the Com-
mission if passed. Now we have such a motion. 1Is
chere.an§ more discussion? Does anyone care to ‘
discuss this? I have a motion and a second. Those
in favor, say aye."

And in unison it was so ordered.

Now, gentlemen,'that is not the legisla-
tion that was prepared; as we well know it was not
the legislation that was prépared and on Friday,
April 18, this matter was again discussed by the
Commission -in which we are dealing with a matter-
we don't need to discuss in detail apparently and
that is what was prepared with the assistance of
the Legislative Council and Mr; Henderson, a pilece
of statutory provision that would attempt to put
these funds in a special fund inside of the
treasury. -

Now apparently this,di&n't satisfy all
of the people on the Commission because theré are,
and 1 duote Mr. Wille:

"What we are doing is protecting ourselve

until we get another governor that doesn't hunt or

.
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gish." . T o
- MR. WILLE: Well, I am just thinking
about looking dowﬁ tﬁe road; ﬁurt; |

“"THE CHAIRMAN: This is good and I reaily
éppreciate‘what you fellows are trying to do here.

"MR. WILLE: I would like to see this
thing go tﬁrough a ligtle moré definitely; But I
think it is dedicated money. I still swear it is
dedicafed money and the hunters feel it is dedicate
money; and indeed; gentlemen, as a ﬁunter; I do.™

Mr. Angelle prepared some comments in the
newest edition of THE CON&ERVATIONIST; saying,
specifically, "During the past few months numerous
individuals and orgénizations have expressed doubt
and concern.”

I am one of those individuals, Now I am
questioning, gentlemen, the authority of this Board
and as to who runs what. The Commission was instru
by you in February to prepare a Constftutional amen
ment for presentation to this legislature And there
are numerous references throughoqt some seven OTr -
eight other pageé in some six meetings that I have

gone through where I £find relfersnces to this

ity v WAt WB T4 ) Aa e sk amma . —
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Constitutional aﬁendment.

Now; Mr. Thompson; may 1 ask you; sir;
was it your ;ntentibn that this bé prepared for
this session of the legislature? - !

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, sir; it definitely
was. o | |

MR. DAY: ﬁr. Chairman; could yoﬁ tell
me, please, sir, why it was not? .

THE CHAIRMAN: No, Biil; I don't have the
answer for why it wés not. | :

MR. DAY: 1Is there an answer available?
Well; then,zcouldiyouzdeseribeqforgme then perhaps }.-
the authority of ;he Board andnhow it is under the}
law? | o

‘ THE CHAIRMAN: You mean the authority of
this Board?
| MR. DAY: Yes; sir. The authority of
that Board. v. - | ‘
" THE CHAIRMAN: This Board is a policy-
making; budgetary control board.
MR. DAY: It sets the‘pdlicy for the

Commission staff, 1is that cofrect, sir?

THE CHAIRMAN: Sets the policy for, .yes,|

R

l i e d
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the entire Commission staff.
MR. DAY: All right, sir. Then 1is a

direction, instrﬁétion, strictly interpreted as it

says here, a statement of policy?
Yes, but I think 1if you

THE CHAIRMAN:
read that, if I remember the discussion --
MR. DAY: I read it exactly as it is

written.
. THE CHAIRMAN: That is correct, but as I
remember it, the re was no specific time set. At

the proper time? ,
MR, DAY: Mr, Luttrell, I am well aware
As a matter of fact, I

of that proper time thing.
But it does say,

pointed that out to you myself.
let's see, on page 34 of the same edition ---no,

that's not the right reference.
Bill, maybe I can answer;

MR. THOMPSON:

maybe I can --
MR. DAY: Was it your intention that thig

be prepared for this session of the legislature?

§
Was it the intention of the Board?
Do you want me to answer?

MR. THOMPSON:

MR. DAY: Yes, sirz.

B ]

g&q
8381: HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



oy

aax

ol

79

MR. THOMPSON: O. K. Maybe, if I may --
incidentally, B111:D5§vhas my minutes of the meet-

ing; I wish you would quit writing on them! ﬁe

requested my minutes and I of course was most will-

ing to givg them to him. It was definitely my,
and 1 think the Board by their vote, that a Con-
stitutional émendment be preéented for the legis-
lature to adopt to be presented to the general
public at the next, proper time, I will say.

~ MR, DAY; You meant legislative session,
did you not? ,

Mﬁ. THOMPSON: T will'say'this; I will
try to answer youriéuestion. I may be wrong; but
as I understand 1it, phe Governor of the State‘of.
Louisiana asked that no Constitutional amendments
be placed, or I think I am correct, be placed in
the legislature, through the legislature, this year
and giv? it a chance to operate or to function, I

don't think Mr. Angelle attended to this business;

were I Mr. Angelle I probably would not have attende

to it. The Governor probably told him we don't wan

any Constitutional amendments so it wasn't put in,

While I disagree with Mr. Angelle, I will

5959 :
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have to say Mr. Angelle has done a very good job
'for Wild Life and Fisheries, >

| 1 am going to have to elaborate éuifé a
bit further; if you want this all to come out; I
might just tell you; I made a statement on a pro-
gram with Bill Day that probably whetted'his appe-
tite to bring this before the Commission today. I
didn't do it with any reservationms. I.merely said
basically these thoughts, that I thought that the
Wild Life and Fisheries Commissioq if not moot would
be within a very sho?t time. I said that I didn't
think we had any power, and this goes backkto when
things were taken away from the Commission; such
as giving Dr. Glasgow full pover and all authority
~- this was a Constitutional amendmenp; by the way
-- but as I analyzed it, the powers of this Com-
mission have become very; very small; i1f we have
any powver. .

This is one of the things that brought

about my thoughts that we needed a Constitutional
amendment to put this Commission -- this is a blue
ribboﬁ Board; I believe that this is the terminology

that the beople down through history use in the way

N T] :
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it was‘set up, but I don't. think we areafunctioninqv
as a blue ribbon board, This is probably the most
economically run board in the state of Louiéiana'.
because the per diems, et cetera, which are $25
per meeting, and the expenses}are practically nil,
so that the sportsmen of the state of Louisiana |
are getting tﬁe benefit of what is supposed to be
the expertise of the people sitting on this board
~- T don't know whether I have any expeftise,‘but
whatever they are. This thing can amble on and
on, | ]

This is what generated these questions
that Bill is asking now, and I think that probablyi
this is the way thatvI should answer, if this is
correct.

MR. DAY: Well, let me make this éér?
fectly clear. In no way do I mean to detract from
the ability of Mr. Angelle nor what he has done fogx
this state. I comﬁend him for being a very fine
Director and for lasting é hell of a lot longer
than any of the rest of them. ?,am perfectly well

aware of the fact that the Governor said he did

not want a Constitutional amendment, and I had the
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pleasure of the Governor doing. a fwofman talk show

d

with me for two hours sometime back where he assure
me that this matter would bé taken care of; but I
warry about the Governor; because he flies a lot
and he does a lot of things and he is a gambler,
‘and I just wonder, you know; like Mr. Wille, what
happens down the roa&.. |

Gentlemen, we have got a year ahead of
us to éee if this will_generate the funds ;hat I
was assured by ét least tﬁree of you gentlemeh on
this board would generate back to me in my behalf
as a result of an increase in the hunting license
fees. Now, that is what I am concerned about.

MR. THOMPSON: Bill, you are fixing to
get on me and I will get right back on you. I did
say that and I was for an increase in the hunting
and license fees --

.MR, DAY: And 1 opposed it.

MR, THOMPSON: -- that's right, but I
also was against the Constitutional Convention;“-—

MR. DAY: So w#s I.

MR. THOMPSON: -- which negated the

things that I was for, but unbgknown to me at the

:
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time that I was for them, I didn't know that they
were going to be negated by this new cpﬁvention,
so don't get on me about it, |

MR. DAY: Well, the point 1is this, we
nevertheless have been ripped off. It's that
simple. |

MR. THOMPSéN: There is no questidn
about that, I will come back --

MR. DAY: And my opposition to it was
not that it wouldn't create a benefit but, ava
told Mr. Angelle and you and Mr., Luttrell, my
opposition-was-that there -was not a detafled'plan
for the expenditures of these funds, and that {is
still my objection to it, that we do not have a
long range published plgn for expenditures of tﬁese
fuhds. I would like to see this Commission direct
the staff to develép some long range planning.
Just. as these gentlemen have brought up this busi-
ness of rifle ranges in the City of Jennings, this
could certainly be developed all the way across |
the state in conjunction with the hunter safety
program. Sooner or later the anti-hunting forces

are going to force us to have some hunter training
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before licensing.-

But long range planning, never has any-
‘body iﬁ the legislature ever Been presented a long
range plan to my knowledge. It has been one of
the reasons that the budget'has been cut down and
discussed so much in the past because there hasn't |
been a selling program on what we could do ten yeax
from now.

MR. JONES: I am going to disagree with
you.about that., There are a couple of poihts that_
I want to talk about. I can't spe&k with authority
as to what -the new Constitution provides but 1if"it
is like the old one, and it probably is in this
respect, I don't believe -- Burt, is there a
limitation as to when we can have introduced Con-
stitutional amendments? Under the old one there
wasn't a liﬁit, was there?

‘MR, DAY: They could be introduced at
any tiﬁe‘during the session. | |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: You have a limitation
even under the old Constitution, and there is a
limitation in the new one,

MR. JORES: There is? And that time has

[-1.]
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already passed?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: 1 ﬁhink so.

MR. DAY: Well, I will }eave it witﬁ you
§n that. There i1s another thing, on page 127 of
the Tuesday, February 25, 1975, meeting, in which.
again, Mr, Thompson, what did you do -- you chickened
out? 0, K, Mr, Thompsoﬁ made a motion in regard;
and I am not going to read it, because it rambles
and rambles and rambles, and once you get him
started, he is hard to stop, but at any rate it
revolves around a resolution that was adopted by
the Commission that each member-of the Louisiana:
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission would exercise
a lifetime priVilege of a hugting license or fish-
ing license in the state of Louisiana.

’ Now, again, the Commission staff was
directed to proceed with this permanent license
primarily for former Commissiqn members; and I
would like to have some brief comment if I could
as to what the status of that'pa;ticular situation
is now.

MR. BERRY: Joe BHerring --

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, I believe we ought

R Ll g
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to ask Joe to work on: that. Joe; are you here?

MR. DAY:. Do you want to read it out of
the book; Joe? It is just dealing with Jimmie's
proposal on the permanent license for former Com-
mis sion members. This was February that it was
brought up and thé staff was directed to do it.
The word "direct" 1s‘used again.

MR. HERRING: Directed to do it,

MR. DAY: Well, did you have any time

1imit on that? I mean, are the board members going

to have to be deceased before they got this, or
did you have an iptention'of.doing~this - oo

THE CHAiRMAN: Bill, there were several
things in the way of that. ? remember that quite
well and I am much in favor §f it, but there are
several things in the way of it,. and we may have
to have, and one thing we had to look into, we
may have to have some 1egislativ§;f—:

MR. DAY: I just wanted to know 1if you
still had it in mind.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, it is in mind.

MR. DAY: Now, there is another thing

here. Joe is probably going to get ontec this,

00
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Now, back at that same meeting -- this was a very
interesting meetihg -- on Page 31 and Page 34,
there was the setting of a special turkey season
in the Saline Game Management Area. - In that.meet-
ing there was a great deal-of discussion about
trapping and the Board voted a resolution that
there would be a mor#torium on'trapping in the
Saline Game Management Are; for a period of two
years if the special seas&n had to be closed by~
high water,
| 1 just wonder what the Board's position
is on that,. I didn't know how many people knew
about that. I didn't until I read it, that there
was going to be a two-year moratorium on trapping
in Saline,. | .‘ : t
| MR. THOMPSON: I put that in because --
do you want me to comment again?
MR, DAY: I just want to know if it is
still in effect and is going to be.
THE CHAIRMAN: - It hasn't been rescinded
at all.
MR. DAY: All right, gentlemen,

MR. THOMPSON: The reason for that, Bill,

gﬁ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



88

was this, by Qﬁy of explanation. Probably I am
monopolizing this, but you seem to be directing ali
of these questions towards me, and I don't want to
be hesitant about --
1 MR. DAY: You are just sticking your head

out there and taking them,

MR. THOMPSdN: Sir?

MR. DAY: That's all-right. Go ahead.

MR, THOMPSON: Well, when the turkeys
were put in Saline, they were brought in from
another area, or, as the old boy says, in the
beginning, and these people around here were told,
or the state was ééld, in fact, that we would put
a bunch of turkeys but they would not have é season
until we had enough turkeys to trap off of this
area to put onto other areas, just as Saline had
gotten their turkeys. ©0. K, This thing has come
to pass, or in my estimation it has, so because of .
the high water -- you know, there is one bad thing
that happens to most.peoplé in an ‘area 6f the state,
they go to calling everything in that area theirs,
when it is not, it is ours, it is the whole state's|,

but, anyhow, we here in Central Louisiana call the

T T o d .
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turkeys on Saline our turkeys, but with ‘the promisés
or with the statements that were made in_the’begin-
ning that we would raise turkeys, when we got ten
turkeys, we would take five of them off and then
that would leéve-five, and then we would take those
five for huntable population. O. K., so these
people have not had ; season. It was my ﬁesire
that they have a season or that the turkeys not be
transplanted to other areas until such time as we
did have a season, which by now we are entitled to.

MR. DAY: O0. K., I just wanted to make
sure it was. . still on the record.

Now, on Page 16 of the Friday, April 18
meeting, 1975; there is a discussion of the new
provisions of the raccoon law,- Marc; you made the
statement, "An aﬁtomatic rifle 1is permitted. All
you are talking about is single ball ammunition
rather than scatter shot." I don't care what you
do about it, but I do know, Mr. Thompson, that you
were interested in getting daytime coon hunting so
that a kid in the swamp on a deer hunt or something,
or squirrel hunt, could kill a coon.

MR. THOMPSON: That is correct,

0003
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MR. DAY: I point ouf'to you, sir, that‘
I think that that has been eliminated by the law
in'great part because the law that is presentiy in
the legislature does not provide for the use of #
shotgun; It provides . for the use of an automatic
rifle or standard .22 rifle single ball ammunition
rather than scatter shot, which means that some
kid on a deer stand is not going to be carrying,
generally speaking, a .22 rifle.

Now that is the way I interpret the law
and it was a Question Marc .specifically asked in
that meeting.

MR, THOMPSON: C#n that be changed if
"that is the case, Burt?

THE CHAIRMAN: It can be amended on the
floor, yes. |

DIRECTOR .ANGELLE: I think Bill has mis-
interpreted the provisions of the. law. Mr. Greg
Libscomb is here, who has prepared the legislation.
(Inaudible comment) Night-time hunting. Single
ball, ’ |

MR. DAY: All I am trying to do is get

some clarification on the law so I can talk about

1
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it a 1itt1§ bit.

MR. THOMPSON: I don't know.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Thank you for bring-
ing it to our attention but it deals only with
night-time hunting.

| MR. DAY: Now, one more thing and then
I am going to -- I:didn't ask a thing about that
patrol boat, Is it still running up and down Lake
Pontchartrain?

‘THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir. It is still
running up and down. |

MR. DAY: Well,.there,égain, I would
like to ask who sets the policy for this Board.
Has thé Board ever authorized that, Mr. Chairman?

THE CHAIRMAN: No, the Board has not
authofized that.

MR. DAY: How much is that costing me?

. THE CHAIRMAN: You mean costing the statpe?

MR. DAY: I am part of this state, Mr.
Luttrell, and a tazxpayer. I am asking, how much
does it cost?

THE CHAIRMAN: If you ask me just for

“your part, 1 was going to tell you --

[ .
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MR. DAY: I don't know. I wonder t§
myself ~-- all right, 1if yod can give me what the
‘whole total is; I will figure out my part of 1t,

THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K. My understanding
is it is about $10 000 a month,

MR. DAY: $10 000 a month .Is that com;
ing out of Wild Life and Fisheries funds?

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, at the present, yes.

MR. DAY: And it has been. |

THE CHAIRMAN: That is correct.

MR. DAY: The Board did not authorize
this, : E . R B

THE CHAiRMAN: It waé not brought up 1in
the Board meeting. |

MR. DAY: It never has Been.A

THE CHAIRMAN: No.

MR. DAY: Mr. Thompson, I thought you tolld
me the Board set the policy.

MR. TﬁOMPSON: No, 1 didn't‘tell you .that|.

MR. DAY: O. K.

MR. THOMPSON: No, sir. I said we used
to set it; i specifiqally have told you that 1

think that this Commission is a thing of the past

T :
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as far as it - allvit can do now is kiﬁd'of sit
up here and do a few little things, make a lot of
noisé over the microphﬁne and you bpys write it up
in the paper;

o MR. DAY: Marc sﬁrfrised a lot of pe0p1é
with a very well prepared quail program for the
"state which I.understand the Division of Administrq—
tion has approved the funding for it, is that cor-
rect, Marc?

MR. DUPUY: To the extent of $274,000. -

"MR. DAY: To tﬁe extent of $274,000.
Well, there was ap instance about a month agd here f
in‘Céntrél Louisigna in which we had a series of
severe thunderstorms and some tornadic actiirity0
I would like to offer this for your consideration
and I would like to work with you if you think thiﬁ
is a worthwhile idea. I know that you are primarilly
going to be concerned with habitat iﬁprovement.
There are some ﬁwelve sections of land in Vernon
Parish that have been or‘wiil bé; when they are
finished cleaning up, completely denuded, absolutely
totaily blank of any vegetation Qhatsoevéf, twelve

sections. In Rapides Parish there are approximateiy

. 9569
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-twelve more sections of land that were likewise
denuded by these thunderstorms, and this is a m;p
prepared by the U, S. Forest Seriice that éhows

" the approximate path through national forest lands

and other lands in between which are the proper-
ties of Internationa} Paper, Roy O, Martin and
others, an apprbximate}mile-wide swath some 25
miles long.

I had a brief discussion with a district
ranger. That is as far up as it went. That is all
the time I had. They are éuife.acceptable to the
state of Louisiana cﬁoperatinngith;them under youpg
program of-using Lhis as perhaﬁs a nucleus of your
quail habitat establishment here in the state.
They are in the process now of taking out soﬁe
30 million board feet of lumber in this lower
Vefnon Parish area. That lower Vernon Parish are34
incidentally, primarily goes across EOrt Polk,
which weﬁalready have an arranoemént with Fort Polk.
It also goes across the old Polustrous (phonetic~
spelling) experimental forest, the U. S; military

reservation, where they did have an agreement

but no longer do have, and that, gentlemen, is
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100;000 acres of land in this gree? that ié we
could get over our abhorrence of a few cows that
éould be used as a game management area, evefy inech
of 1it, and I was assured of that today by the
United States Forest Service. Incidentally, the
naticnal forest does seem to be thriving with a
few cows in it. They have reduced the population
from about seven to two thousand and they are quitgq
well managed. )

I do know that we havg, I think, some
25 acres or maybe it is 25 feed plots in that
particular area for quail.

_MR. DUPUY: That is an excellent sugges-—
tion. We are presently working with Lamar Bezon (79
and the U, S. F}sh and Wildlife, I mean Forestry
Service, and of course withrtheuInternétional Paper
Cohpany, and we will pursue this devastation area
and perhaps there will be some of that acreage
that would be made available to us.

MR; DAY: I think that it would all be
made available to you because it is being totally

clear-cut, Forty-five year old slash pine, like

they are ‘taking out éome 100 truckloads of timber

i :
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a daj. '

MR. DUPUY: That includes some of the
devastation around Woodworth?

MR. DAY: Well, I have been over it all,
every inch of it, both by air and on the ground,,t

That is state forest, so I don't know what the

situation is there, but I did discuss this with the

Forest Service and they are agreeable to this prop
osition.,

MR. DUPUY: Thank you. May we use that
map, review 1it? f

MR. DAY: May 1 -get you another one
between now and the end of ‘the wéek? I have got
an article to write on it and I need it right
quick,

Gentlemen, 1 think you for your time., I
appreciate the interest and the time and the cour-
tesy you have given me, except for one thing. One
thing. I had a talk with Norman Haig the othex
day and he told me that he had volunteered his
equipment and men to help you build that levee

road in the Saline Game Management Area and would

be glad to do it at his expense if you want to:

@
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~take him up on it.

YTHE CHAIRMAN: _We have alregdy bfought
it up and we are going to take him up on it.‘

Now, we have to change tapes, gentlemeh,
so I will have to call a halt for just a few min-
utes, Then I have promised the police juryman frocx
Webster Parish next on the agenda.

(Brief recess)

THE CHAIRMAN: Ladies and gentlemen, we
are ready to continue with the program. I have at
the mike now a police juryman fr;ﬁ'Webster Parish,
Mr. Kirkikis. - . o -

MR. A. G. "IKE" KIRKIKIS: I am Ike

" Kirkikis, a Webster Parish policé juror. I have

approximately three items I would like t0‘ta1k-to 
the Commission on, Commission business, if ybu
don't mind please.

The first item, I believe you received
the resolution from the Webster Parish Police Jury;
also from the District Polfce Jury, the Fourth
District Police Ju?y, and also the Police Jury
Association, cohcerning the matfer of changing

the season and bag limits dates. I believe you

(-3
§g§ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete conveniion service in new orleans



98

changed it when you received our first request from
the Webster Parish Police Jury from July to June.
We have gone on record, as President of the Aéso-
ciation for the Fourth District, and I would like
to read this resolution and turn over a copy to
1. you, It says:' _

"WHEREAS, the Wild Life and
Fishéries Commission of the State of
Louisiana fixes hunting seasons annually
and publishes the same for dissemination
to the public, and

"WHEREAS, the citizens have
expressed a aesire that the dates of the
hunting seasons be published on or before
April 1 of each year so that vaéations
may be arranged to allow citizens to take
time off to hunt during the seasons
.declared by the Wild Life and Fisheries,

“"NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Fourth Distric} Police Jury
Association of Louisiana that the Wiid

Life and Fisheries Commission of the

State of Louisiana be hereby requested

gond
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to hereafter publish the dates of the .
 hunting seasons on or before April first
each year so as to accommodate the citi-
zens of this state in making £full use
of the hunting seasons."
| This occur;ed and passed unanimoﬁsly
during the Jaﬁuary 18, 1975 meeting.

The reason we brought this up, we have
large industries like Riley-Beard, International
Paper, postal services of the state, that try to .
get their vacations set in the first quarter of
the year. By that they like to know the hunting.
We have a treﬁendous amount of sportsmen from our

~area that do work for these particular concerns
and we are requésting if it 1s'feasib1e that this
Commissioh can possibly relate a date of setting
seasons around the April firs; date. We know that
FIELD & STREAM and other magazines that you find
in the April edition they will have theirs already
set and Louisiana says "to be announced".

THE CHAIRMAN:' 0f éourse; we ﬁave to
wait for the federal regulation'input-before we

A

can set many of those and they are just not here
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by April first. ©Now there are some seasons that
could be set early but then we would have to go to
the printer more‘than once. |

MR. KIRKIKIS: I understand.

THE CHAIRMAN: And if this little bul-
letin is to be complete, it cannot be complete
until we have had the federal input on doves and
ducks and so forth, giving us the regulations.
That 1is tﬁe reason we set them as late as we do.

MR. KIRKIKIS: Mr, Chairman, what this
would probably mean is not thg printing your book-
let, but to announce feasible seasons as you see
fit or as you get the proper information from youf
biologists and what-have-you and then compile‘it
at a later date for finalization in your booklet.
If it is possible and feasible, this is what.
Especially we‘are referring to‘deer, our deer seas(
if we can get it, and in many cases we can find
that the deer population, by the end of thevfél-
lowing seaéon, that you can come up wiﬁh a reasoﬁ—
able amount unless you have high waters or deer
kill in certain areas, that you can find an area

that you can determine the season. I am referring

i
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| mostly to deer.

0. K.; any other questions on that? I
am going to move to another topic right quick;

THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K.

MR. KIRKIKIS: This o;her one, the Web-
ster Parish Policé Jﬁry has passed, and I am sure
you saw this in UPI feport of the Consumer‘Productﬂ
Safety Commission wanting to ban ammunition, espe-
cially gun ammunition. We passed a resolution to
oppose this, and I want to read this and refer iﬁ
to the Commission to take any action possible, that
the Commission can go along with this.

(Readiné) "WHEREAS, the United Press
International has reported that the Consumer
frotection Products Safety Commission,
Washington, has asked for public'resﬁQnse
on a proposed ban on pistol ammunition on
the grounds it 1is a hazardous~substance;

"WHEREAS, the Webster Parish
e Police Jury deeming it in the public
interest pronounced its opinion on behalf
of the citizens of Webster Parish onlthe

question, the Webster Parish Police Jury

5009
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téking cognizance of the constitutional
rights of the citizené of these United
States to keep and bear arms,

"NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Webster Parish Police Jury
declares its opposition to any pfoposal
before the Consumer- Protection Safety
Commission which would ban pistdl ammuni-
tion on any grounds."

This passed: I sent a letter to our
Congressional delegation and, if I may také the
time to read one of them that I think represents
most of the people and the sportsmen of Louisiana,
this is from Congressman Waggoner. It says
(reading):

"Dear Ike:

"Thank you for your recent
.communication with regard to ;he‘
Consumer Products éafety Commission
proposed ban on the sa1e.of handgun.
ammunition,.

"I have already registered

my formal opposition in no uncextain-
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terms to this attempt to restrict the
American people's constitutional right

to keep'and.bear arms which, as far as

I am concerned, also applies to ammuni-
tion. Gun control is a constitutional
matter which cannot be settled by admia-
istrative actioﬁ by a commission. My
views on this subject haven't chanéed.'

"I have long been opposed to

legislative and admiﬁistrative acts

which infringe on these rights of Ameri-
cans and have sponsored the legislation
H. R, 5712 which would prohibit the
Consumer Protection Safety Commission
from restricting the sale or manpfacture
of firearms or ammunifion, This biil is
currently pending before the House in
. the Foreign Commerce Committee.

"The late Director of the ng;

J. Edgar Hoover, used to say each and every
year to the Congress that the best deter-
rents to crime were, first, a speedy trial,

‘and second, a punishment in the event of
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a conviction that was consistent with
the crime. I think that part of the
problem today is that punishment in
many cases has not been severe enough
and that the courts have been too
lenient in tﬁeir parole policies.

In mollycoddliné the criminal the
courts have been saying in effect that
the rights of the accused are ﬁore
important than the rights of the
society as a whole.

"Iihave reintroduced legis-
latioq this éongress relating to this
problem which would impose a man&atory
non-parole sentence of not less than
20 years nor more than 40 years for.
use of firearms during the commission
of any felony or mandatory death sen-
tence if the individual other than one
participating in the crime loses his
life as a result of the felony., I
persoﬁally feel that the enactment of"

this legislation would go a long way
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in helping to reduce crime rates:in the
United States without penﬁlizing the
law-abiding citizen who wishes to own
his guns.

| "All my wishes, Joe Waggoner."

I think that is the way I feel according.
to this matter right here and I would like to, if
I may; present the Commission with this resolution|
and let it go on record that Webster Parish has
given this resolution against the ban of ammunitionr

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much.

MR. KIRKIKIS: All right, the next one-
that I would like to bring up, I guess I sound
like a broken record with this one. Whag I heard
today would probably make it seem the same thing,
but it is about Lake Bistineau. We have had quite
a biﬁ of controversy about LakeABistineau and we

"have come up with a conclusion in Webster Parish,
with a recommendation, qnd possibly some of you
may know about it, that the fluctuation of the
water is always the best deterrent to most of our
problems. It was proven by slides here by your

assistgnt director with Catahoula and it made an
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you.

excellent lake every year for ducks and what-have-

‘has been time and time again recommended

I will read this resolution.

"WHEREAS, the Webster Parish
Police Jury is cognizant of the worsen-
ing Quck weed and moss si;uation in Lake
Bistineau, aﬁd

"WHEREAS, Lake Bistineau could
be a more vital recreation and economic
boost to Webster Parish and the surround-~
ing areas, and - |

Ay t
|

"WHEREAS, an early drawdown

by mafine bislogists and other experté

in the field but never effectively ca;ried
out, and | _ik
"YHEREAS, in 1974, the first time
an eafly drawdown was supposed to be
started Labor Day but due to the adminis-
trative delayé and héavy rainfall, thé
drawdown came about much too late énd'

therefore very little good came out of

the 1974 drawdown, and 4

dar

" "WHEREAS, the Webster Parish

50cs
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_and Sportsmen Club May 21,

Police Jury deplores the atrocious condi-
tions presently existing and getting
worse in Lake Bistineau,
"NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Webster Parish Police Jury that
it urges a drawdown of Lake Bistineau
be commenced on or before July 13
"BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
a copy of these resolutions be sent to
respective members of the state iegis-
lature and this Commission."
Dated the_sixthiday of May of
this year. | ;
If I may, I would like to also reiterate
a letter of endorsement of this by the Webster
Wildlife and Sportsmen Club. It says, "The unan-
imously passed resolution by the Webster Parish
Police Jury in special sessign'tﬁe sigth day of
May, 1975, was read to the Webster Parish Wildlife
' which was just the
other day, "and we agree tﬁat a copy of the

endorsement be sent to officials of the Wild Life

and Fisheries Commission and legislators and other;
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govérnmental éuthorities having juriédiction"in:
this area; advising the whole body of'this'club
strongly endorses and supports thévsai& resolﬁtion,
and it is signed by Judd Hale, Secretarf—Treasurér
and President Harmon Drew, one of our representa-
tives, '

CIf I may, I will pass this resolution
down to yo;.

The fact tﬁat I would iike to bring up,
gentlemen, about Lake Bistineau, I have been pray-
ing for years that these fine rains the Good Lord
has been bringing down méy blow that dam out and'

"we wouldn't be worried about the fluctuation for
a while. It neﬁrly doqe it this year. It came
pretty close and we was hoping it would and bring
it down to the proper level.

We respect the politics tﬁat are played
within_tﬁis Commission sometimeswﬁut we would like
to see the lake pulled down to its normal level,
as far as it can go. Of course, the gates on the
lake, I don't believe you can put it down less
than-seven feet, if I am fight, about seven fget.

It is just like a human body, any lake is, and you
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can ask the biologisté about it, you have got'one
part of your body sick, you have to doctor the
entire body by iﬂternal medicine sometimes to get
it all affected.

Nowf in Bossier Pariéh'where it doesn;t.'
need too much drawdown because they are fortunate
to have a deepvwater‘and you don't have too much
of the weeds, but in Webster Parish and part of
Bien&ille we are in the shallow water and the weedd
are in pretty bad shape. Now, for my personal
self, I am not a fisherman. The only way I can
catch fish is when they just about jump in the boat
but I have a lot of friends that fish and I love
to eat them and they give them to me, so I love
't; eat them,

Lake Bistineau has the misfortunate of
falling in three parishes and in fhe past, for the
benefit of some who are not familiar with our fine
lake that we have up the;e, it was created in the
early 30}s.as a game preservation -- ydu are not
even supposed to get, 1 believé it says in there,
a rubber hose and stir the water up. You are not

even supposed to get in there and night-fish or

068 .
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whatever they do. Of course, that law still stands.
It is # preserve; I guess you call it, for a water
lake, for a pona. In the past it was abused and
the laws have kept on getting weaker and finally
the lake commission couldn't regulate it so the
police jury right after I gotvon it managed to
request it be taken éut of the lake commission and
turned over to the state, thinking that the state
would not have as much politics in it as it does,
and let the state regulate it, like they do moét.
of the lakes in the st of the state. |

.THE CHAIRMAN: Since you are on the
policevjury, I gnow that you understand politics
and lobbying. -

MR. KIRKIKIS: I do, I do, gnd we get a
lot of pressure.

MR. BERRY: They just might give this
lake back to those police jurors.

MR. KIRKIKIS: They have been trying.
I believe that is all I have to say. The only
thing, give us some consideration. If you can
let us down July first, we will be tickled to death

for this one year and probably it will dry and we

5
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_wili have a hot summer and we won't have anything
to worry about for the next five or six years;
because 1 certainly am not going to bring it up
an in the next two or three years. .

MR. JONES: I just wanted to say, you
people in North Léuisiana haven't handled your sit-
uvation like we do in.SOuth Louisiana. On the Mer-
mentau River back in the 20's there was a big old
dam put up by the rice farmers that was flooding
all those Frenchmen out in the marsh and they woke
up one morning, somebody heard an explosion in the
middle of the night, and the dam has never been
put back since. It is no longer there. .Thqt
ended that problem.

MR. KIRKIKIS: Well, my father, we useé
to hunt ducks on Lake Bistineau‘l It was an excel-
lent place when I was a kid and my fatﬁer dammed
it up, what we calledithe Morton camp area, and
we used to dam it up there and it used to back up.
to Half Moon Slough. Excellent place for ducks.
25 duck limits in those days; But since the lake
was built up and like it is at this timé, they

come to Catahoula, I believe. There is a lot of

ggg% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



112

food doWh'here'now; so they don't stop at Lake
Bistineﬁu.

"THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Angelle, did you'héve
éomeching? ‘ |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: We have answered the
language in your resqlution, asking for a July 1
drawdown, which should be for your consideration
at the next police jury meeting.

MR. KIRKIKIS: Good, good. We appreciat1
that, |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE:. It may not be what. )
you want to hear but we have answered it.

MR. KIRKIKIS: You are ﬁot going to tell
me? You won't tell me what the answer is! What-
ever you all cah get funds to do, we will be
tickled to death.

MR. WILLE: There is one thing that
nobody has taken into consideration, ahd I am not
going to say that this is since I have been on the
Commission, we have been fortunate enough to get
over $100;000 appropriated for Lake Bistineau.
There has never been any money appropriated,to my

knowledge, in over a decade up there for that
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particular Iake; We are in the brOcess of'build-
ing a research station in Webster Parish by the
way, a research station where a fulltime biologist
will be assigned to Lake Bistineau for aquatic weec
control,. Wg have.a federal project right now in
moss cutting up there.

I am not goingAto pass any comment at
all about the lowering in July because I am wait-
ing to see~what the biologists say. Contrary to
the belief of some of the people in Webster Parish,

I am commissioner of Wild Life and Fisheries for

the whole state and I will go with the biologists |

on their recommen&ation. I did the last time and
I will this time. | |
MR. THOMPSON: I don't want you to think

he is coy or whatever, but he is responsible for
the money that you got. Don Wille is the one that
instigated and helped, not by‘himself, but helped
a iot.

. MR, WILLE: And one other thing that I
forgot to mention that we have got, too, in our
capital outlay this year, and that is half a mil-

lion dollars fbr a new district office to be built

~

-
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in Webster P;rish; ‘

MR. KIRKIKIS: Good; good; Well; wve
appreciate the money, you know, but the drawdéwn
in the past it was told to me was a~poor'man's w
regulating the lake and this would work pretty g

and I think it still would be good. If we could
get this lake,

it and bust it where the channel is and drop it

all the way down; then we can put some locks at
the channel, but drawing it down seven feet 1is
just teasing it, so to speak.
dry weather, we will not
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

MR. BERRY: He thinks he has had troub

in the past. Wait until he gets all these new

éxperts up there to help him.
MR. KIRKIKIS: I know,

THE CHAIRMAN:' I can feel for him., Th
you very much, sir, I havé another gentleman, |
is on the.saﬁe subject. - It will be brief.
| FROM THE FLOOR: I want to just say th
I am mighty happy to hear Mr. Wille say what he

did and I want to compliment this board,

if the Good Lord would take care of

If we don't get the

get any results whatsoeven

this blue

ay
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le

énh
It

at

5669
3333 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the compiete convention service ir new orleans

0soH

of



115

and work with it, and there is only one way feas-

ribbon béard. Most of you are good; honest-to-God
hunters and fishers.‘ Lake Bistineau is more than

a two ér three million dollar investment up there.
It is an asset to the state of Louisiana if it can
be developed. I was chairman of the last Lake Com-
mission and I had a hand in trying to get it turned
back to the state beéause I was tired of the bickenq-
ing and fighting that was going on about what should
be done to Lake Bistineau.

Now I 1like té hear him say that he wil}
go along with what the biologists recommend. Now
who knows what to.do? I don't, but I do know thisy
if we doﬁ't do something to Lake Bistineau we are
passing up one of the biggest natural OpportunitieQ.
If the dam busted, we would still have a good lake
to fish in. No kidding, if the dam busted, Lake
Bistineau will still be thefg, but we HaveOgot

something with the dam if we will just dévelop it

ible to work with 1it. That is to get the thing
down there long enough to dry that moss up, dry
that ground up and let it crack open and let naturi

do its work or get back as close to nature as we

ngg : .
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possibly can.

| I am disturbed about you fellows losing
your authority, No kidding. I am not going to be
as hard on you as the gentleman that was just hefe
a whileAago. (Laughter) But I know this, that if
you don't speak hp,’;his plum that we have in thesq
funds is too tempting to these politicians that
run tﬁe state and they are going to try to get
their clammy hands on it ;nd I don't want that.

MR. THOMPSON: Amen!

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir. Thank yoy
very much. (Applausé) |

Please identify yourself,'sii.

MR. ROY fARBOROUGH: I thank you; ﬁr.
Luttrelliand Gentlemen of the Commission, for this
opporgunity to stop by here today because I db.
want to talk to you about the season, but this {is
not in connection with that. I want to comment
on Mr. Day's remarks and-I hopg ybu'won't hold that
againsf me #nd give me another opportunity.

"Mr. Day, I never could understand really;
it seemed that he was trying and wanted the Com-

mission to dedicate this fee increase on license
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fees to . a certain'game'or a certain area of this
nature. He had me quite-confused; but I think the
Commission would be interested to know; and {f
they drove throughout the state, they will find
that the greater majority, at least 75, 90 percent
of the sportsmen, they have no knowledge why this
fee was being 1ncrea§ed, but they didn't object to
it. They felt that this Commission had the author+t
ity and, gentlemen, I think you do, truly. You
may not have it as a Commission but you certainly
have that ‘authority to speak up to the legislature}
to use these funds, these.monies; impartially.
Don't give it to the quailﬁpeople. Don't give it
to the duck people. Give it to the deer, the
squirrel, the turkey, give it to all game, just

as you have in the past,

We don't know how you have used that
money, that license fee money, in the past. Some
of us haveﬁ%bﬁ; up with it, but you didn't hear us
holler, We figured you were using it wisely. So
I think that it is important for this Commission
to recognize the fact that certainly the average

and the good sportsman and the hunter is leaving
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it up to your w@sdom how to use it . and use it im-
pértially.

I read an article and I was surpriséd
when 1 learned after the fee was increaéed, I was
waiting to see what the Wild Life and Fisheries
were going to do with it, I was looking for a
good -- possibly some more agents and possibly
some more game coming into areas, but 1 was very

~disappointed when I read an article where Wild
Life and Fisheries and the legislature was going .
to use it only for the quail people, only for the
duck people and, 'thirdly, what's left over, we are
going to buy land?for them, I assume it is fo:
the quail peoplé. I don't know.

But, to me, that's bad. It is‘real béd;
to say, you help us éolitick this through the
legislature and you come -- and that is Qhat they
said they did; fhey helped get it through the |
legislature. The people that did not come over
and do any politicking, they gccepted this increase¢
and they expect to get their éhare of it. So, 1
would 1like to éomment° VMr..Day did bring it up andg

I thought it was time, I felt it was the ocpportune

§609
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‘time to let the Commission know . that throughbut the
state 1 hear the people talk and it 1s.very; very
resentful, and I would like to see the Commission,
and beg of the Commission, speak up and express
yourself and recognize impartially the monies you
derive into the Commission.

Thank you, gentlemen.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, sir,
Yes, Mr. Jones.

MR. JONES: I think it ought to be said,
the previous Constitution provided for one term
called budgetary control that the Commission had.

I want to tell you it meant nothing, simply because
it meant that all we did waslsubmit a budget to the|
legislature and if our biologiéts said this was

where we want to spend the money during the next
year, we would submit a nice budget to the Division
of Administration and to the budget committee and
to the legislature and by the time it got out of

there, the views of those people who'kﬁew.something
about spending the money had absolutely no weight
whatsoever, but when it says in the Constitution

budgetary control, it has been construed to mean
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nothing; because the people who are supposed . to
know something about wildlife in the state really
don't get their say-so in making up the budgef.-
The legislature does it. So, when we talk about,
well, we have got to ram certain things through
the legislature, we have to go politick tﬁe legis-
lature just like anyﬂody else does for anything
else. ' 2

We meét;every fear. We see how much
money we are going to have in the Conservation
Fund, We get all the divisions to put their wants
together and we work it with.aﬁnicenbudgef.. We
submit it to the legislature, and when it comes
out it looks nothing like what went 1#; and most
of the time the big thing is they don't let us
spend all the money that is in there,

So, the problem is not with the people
that work with this Commission;‘ The problem is
the legislature itself does not let the budget go
through as is proposed. .

THE CHAIRMAN: I forgot to ask you,

~would you tell us who you represent, sir?

MR. YARBOROUGH: I am an individual,

A e L e e
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.Also I do belong to a hunting association.

THE CHAIRMAN: ‘Just an individuals; -
'MR. YARBOROUGH: Just an individual. I

have a lot of friends, a lot of hunting friends.

Mr. Jones, commenting on your remarks,

I believe and I am very disappointed and I can't
believe‘that the legislature would lean toward the
recommendations of your biologists over this Com-
mission. .

MR. JONES: What I am saying is that the
Commission through its staff prépargs a budget'
every year ‘and submits it'to'tﬁéWIegiSIature.

MR. YARBOROUGH: I understand, sir.

MR, JONES: And it is within the realm
of the ﬁoney we anticipate getting in. But once
it gets to the legislature and the budget committeg
and the Division of Administration; by the time
they chop it up, it looks nothing like the program
that we submitted. We submit a program évery year,
For example, we submit a éapital improvement pro-
gram with the ﬁoney to come out of the Conservation
Fund, By the time it gets out of the Iegislature

we have zero. They either won't let us spend the
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money for what we want to spend it for or-else we
don't spend it at all. The problem is not with the
Commission itself. ‘The problem is with the setup
in this state of budgetary control. When the Coﬁ-
stitution says this Commission has budgetary con-
trol, it has none. None whatsoever. We submit a
budget but when 1t comes out it is completely dif-
ferent. ‘

THE CHAIRMAN: What he 1is trying to say,
in this year's budget we asked for money to replace
three or four of our district headquarters. When
that comes back from thelbudgetwcommittee, that
may not be in there. |

MR. YARBOROUGH: 1I see what you'meag.
Politics got into it. O, K,, thank you, gentlemen.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Braud, you have been
sitting back there, very, very patient., Come up.'

MR. FRANCIS BRAUD: Could I make just a
shbrt statement? |

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir.

MR. BRAUD: I am President of the Louisi-

ana Wildlife Federation and 1 want to concur with

the reéolution the Commission just passed on the

39 :
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establisﬁment again of tﬁe Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission in its own house; Right now,
as it stands, the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisﬁer~
fes Commission is under the Natural Resources |
group, which is f}ve'grbups in that reorganization
of state government. Since the Louisiana Wildlife
Federation is, I would say, the daddy of this Com-
mission, we helpéd to establish it, we helped fightg
three times to save it, twice in defeating a Con-
stitutional amendment, to save, and one amendment
that it would not mean hardly ndthing to the
sportsmen o% the rstate aS’haang‘the'Commissign
in that form; so this is four timeSestablishing it
and three times defeating efforts to kill this
Commission. We are of the opinion that this is
the best form of wildlife management that we have
in this country, A good many of‘the states have
coplied the operation of this Commission and went
by it. Of course, a lot of them have lost it.

So; let's make it our business néw that
we don't lose it. I want to assure the Commission

that we will do everything possible that we can

before this session of the legislature is over to
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see that the Wild Life énd Fisheries Commission
be set in one slot-by itself. You have 21; I thini,
now, and I thing there might be an opening before
this is over with so we will have a slot to put'
the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission into one
slot by itself,  This is how we would like to see
it stay and I would ﬁrge all of you here today to
go home; call your Representatives and your

Senators and express to them our desire that the.

Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission remai
as is by itself, not under an umbrella organizatioI
in this new,Constitutibn.- a

1 have worked continuously sincel;hé‘
Constitutional Convention started, writing letters
and meeting with the Natural Resources Commiftee
concerning this. Also I would like to‘urge you to
request of your Representatives and Senators th#t
the Conservation Fund be reestablished as it was
when Goverﬁor Edwards became governor. This is
something that we need in our manaéement of our
wildlife, an assurance of a good Conservation Fund

because as you have heard today the Commission has

bought some more property for wildlife management,

:
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If I remember right I think-that is“up*£o'date-ové#
200,000 acres has beén bought'for wildlife managé?v
ment. To establish another Conserv;tion Fund like
it was before; we canlBe assured of another good.
purchase of wildlife land for wildlife ménagement;

I thank you, gentlemen. -I thank ybu,
Mr. Luttrell, and Members of the Commission. I am
sure that gbout Tuesday or Wednesday the Natural
kesources Committee is going to start meeting on
the reorganization and we should be there in force
to express our opinion as to what we desire of the
Wild Life ‘and Fisheries Commission position in
this new organization. I thapk you, gentlemen.

(Applause) .

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I was informed.that
Tuesday afternoon it is not the House Natural
Resources Committee that will hear Bill 1000 whicﬁ
deals with the reorganization. It will probably
be the Committee on House and Governmental Affairs
and I understand they will meet Tuesday afternoon
and will start hearing testimony on Bi1111000. To
the press and the people that want to be présent;

this would be the time to try to get into Baton
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.Rouge and provide four views. It.wikl not be-a
subcommittee hearing; it will be full committee
hearing. |

FROM THE FLOOR: Bill 1000 will help the
.Wild Life be separate?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: No, House Bill 1000
is the reorganization and consolidation bill,

MR. BRAUD: And the Wild Life and Fish-
eriés is already set into a framework under the
Natural Resources, and we want to remove it out of
there, leave it by itself., So, two o'clock Tuesday
evening, and please watch:  the papers, and wﬁen
these committees ;re going to meet, please call
your Senators and Representatives to give us all
the help you can. We need some help. Try t&
attend these meetings. Get your sportsmen's clubs
in your area, get your elected officials to get
with us 1f they can, and give us all the support
that you can. I thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr.‘Braud.
Gentlemen, we afe trying to get through the general
meeting, professional meeting, before we go into

our seasons and bag limits. I have two other
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people and 1if I could request them to be as brief
as pos;ible we can make that.

} I am going to. take this time to explain
to Mr. Johnson, I see he wanted to speak before |
noon, and he hés a petition, and I have to say
this, Mr. Johnson ~- is he still here? I have to
say this, your petition, your resolution affects
seasons and bag limits, so we have to take it in
its regular order. |

wa, ﬁr. Irving George, this doesn't
afféct seasons and bag limits; does 1it?

MR. IRVING GEORGE: No; sir..

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir,

MR. GEORGE: I am Irving George from
Jdoﬁn in Maurice, Louisiané, and Croéley, Louisiana.
I think this is about the third time this particu-
lar situation has come up about this high water
and stuff in our duck feed.. I have been fighting
this particular situation for five or éix years
and I have written a thousand 1etterééé§put it.
The most recent letter I have writteﬁ,‘;;d I think

1 have got something going now, this is in refer-

ence to the Mermentau basin. Mr. Jones knows what
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I am talking'abbut and he kﬁow; where I“am at. Thq
last letter I have written'was January 20; 1975.

(Reading) "W;th reference to your ianu-
ary 9 postécript on concern for controlled watgr.
levels in Southwest Louisiana{ mo?e thﬁn a few
attempts have been m;de'by several area citizens
concerned about what is being done by holding high
water. To this day only once has this situation
been relieved by keeping the Catfish Locks~in’Grand
Lake open to drop the water level to its normal
depth.

"The ‘token move was short lived. The
Corps of Engineers in New Orleans, who have undis-
puted control over the Catfish Locks, felt that
this should appeas§ this small group opposing this
man-made destruction of our wetlands. Just one
‘example of the effects that the high water is
causing is Grand Lake. Yoh can take this notice
and you can check it for yourself. At the umbrelld
point wﬁere the navigation light was approximately
50 feet from the shoreline but now, as a result of

high water which has-cadsed the erosion of approxi-

mately 1,000 feet of land and vegetation, you can
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now run a 25-foot: boat between the lighthouse and
the shoreliﬁe. |

-"Also at the point where the Mermentau
RiQer flows into Grand Lake; there was a dry land
seldom flooded, known as ﬁrown's Igland, with an
abundant stand of cypress trees and vegetation.
The trees are still there but now a fellow can
also run a 25~horsepower or 50-horsepower outboard
motor over what was once dry land without hitting
bof:toma

"These two instances are just the damnedé

things you ever- saw, but by. far-not only the prob-

lem created by the obstruction of namely the Cat-
fish Locks. I was at a meetiﬁg not long ago in
regard to some dredging and more obstructioﬁ-and

I asked the Corps of Engineers how they éxpected
to p01uf a quart of water into a pint container
without runn;ng it over. I am still waiting for
an answer. The locks were'originally installed a
number of years ago to give relief to the farmers
who were pumping water out of the Merment#u Basin
but today 80 percent of the farmers have their own

water and we do not need the water level held so0
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high; especially after the pumping season is over.
Back in the old days they used.to leave the locks
open until the pumping season began, and this.
"would allow a certain amount of salt waterlintru;
sion into our lowland and this would almost com-
pletely control tﬁat dreaded water hyacinth, alli-
gator grass and other nbxioué plants that cannot
propagate in salt water or in other words, briney
water.

"Closing the Catfish Locks just before .
the pumping season.and immediately opening them
after the pumping season would help solve many
problems for the ranchers, the trappers, the fish-
ermen, and the sporfsmen, and a multitude of other
people who enjoy our wetlands. Keeping those
locks closed liké that, they are destroying mil-
lions of acres of marine aﬁd wildlife habitat,

The only reason ever given for the ridiculous high
water situation is to aid navigation on the Intra-
coastal Waterway. The barge lines are increasiﬂg
their alteady lucrative profits by using barges
with much more cargo capacity, thus requiring much

deeper water than is now available,and to get the
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' depﬁh~they ;re keeping the locks closed for a’
deeper draw for the large equipment and at the
same time destroying millions of acres of marine
and wildlife habitat.

"It seems to me that the New Orleans
Corps of Engineers would realize just how much
havoc and destruction they.are creatinglsy keeping
these locks closed so much, If the barge companieg
need more depth in the Intracoa§ta1;.1et them get
in there and dredge or.suck it out for more depth,
If this complete disregard of requests from people
throughout -the:entire state of Louisiana to ‘the
Corps of Engineers for relief from ﬁhis ridiculous
situation continues, I personally feel that with-
enough signatures on alpetifion, we could cause an
invesfigation of their office by state officials
or federal authorities and find out why minority
barge line groups take preference over the well
being of local people, especially the cattlemen, -
the fishermén, the trappers and the sportsmen.
Why sﬁould, and I say why are we sitting around
and not doing anything,

"I have been fighting this for five long
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years. -1 need some'hglp; boys; Stand up; fellowsd
Let yourself be known."

Now I have béen fighting this for a‘long
time and that is part of the situation. Mr. Yance}y
just got through explaining a minute ago. He has
got the same proposition right out here on Cata-
houla Lake. I was réised in this part of the
country. I know whére that's at. When you keep
that water as high as those people have been keep~-
ing that water down there in thaé part of the ‘
country, you destroy a tremendous amount of duck
feed. -We-have no more ducks in that country, that
Mermentau basin. There are millions of acres of
land in there and those barge lines need to get
out., . |

I went to every source in the state of
Louisiana to try to get some help. I could ge£
nobody. This is about the five-hundredth letter
that I have written, not only to my 16ca1 paper
but I have written to many little towns and cities
around me, so I could get people stirred up about
this. You understand what I mean. But it seems

as though now 1 am getting é little .attention to
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thiélpartiqular‘fact; and I have something right
here that I would just like to read to you.-

Aftér going through all the~channe1; in
this state that I thought I could go to locally
and I got no response, I finally called my Con-
gressman in Washington, John Breaux, my Seventh
District Congressman, and now he got after\that
when I called him about fhis particular thing. ' He
got after that and the Corps of Enginéers wrote
him a bunch of mail and stuff and thejAsent him
gréphs of theq Catfish Locks but it would take an
engineer tovreadfthed. Anyway; I have a lot of -
mail here from him. I know we haven't got the
time to read it right here, |

But I have another article here in mind.
Here is what is finally being domne. This just camj
;ut recently, you understand. ~What the Corps of
Engineers'intends‘on'doing with the locks down
there. Lef's see. "A. All structures are to be
opened for inside stéges of approximately 2.0 feet
mean low Gulf level or higher; except when high
tide stages are equal or exceed the inside stagé°

Exact height depending on structures and conditiong,

’
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- forecasting .conditions. Gates are to be operéted
primarily for fish and wildlife benefit when feas—
ible for inside storage of approximately 1;5 feet
to 2,0 feet mean low level.. Gates are to be ,oper-
ated from December through August to conserve fresh
water and to exclude salt water for inside stagés
éf .0 to approximately 1.5 feet mean Gulf level,
During the rice irrigation season, April through
August, when heavy withdrawals for irrigation
exceed runoff and lake storage is being utilized;j
lake levels are to be maintained above zero mean
low Gulf level :stage by inflow from Vermilion Bay
via Schooner Bayou control strﬁcture in order to
recover the maximum amount of available fresh Qater
.storage in the lake. During the period from Sep-
tember 1 to December when greatest flexibili;y of
operation is possible fr&m the standpoint of other
interests allowable stages most suitable for fish
and wildlife production are to be given primary
consideration in the operation of controi struc-
tures within the limiting stages.in "A" and "C"
above. Revisions of the general plan énd mofe

detailed instructions will be issued as necessary
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by the District of Engineers."

‘using, I would say, 20 percent of the water we

Now, I wquld like to mentién something
else about those Catfish Locks. When you keeé thaT
water up there that deep in that marsh, even during
the duck sééson, ducks are not going to stay there,
whether you have got any feed or not. They are
not going to stay thére for the simple reason they
are puddle ducks and they have got to get down to

the bottom to get to that feed. Today we are not

usually use out of the Mermentau basin for the
simple reason that from my.house:chan take .an air
rifle and shoot on four deep well pumps there, fron
four to five of them right around me there, that
are pumping their own water. Some of‘the.caﬁal
companies in my country today are going broke fbr
the simple reason that they don't, .people have got
tﬁeir own irrigation today and they don't use that
much water out of that Mermentau basin and we don'tg
need that great water level,

Most of this I have found out is from
those barge lines, you understand. They need that

high water there to operate on and at the same time¢
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the Corps of Engineers are keeping that water as.
high as they have been keéping it there; they are
destroying a million acres of wildlife habitat. I
have gone through that marsh in December when the
duck season opened. I could take a three-horse .
motor and run rigﬁt straight across the tep of that
marsh. I would 1ike'to show you some pictures that
I have taken down there in that country when all
the coons, small animals like that, muskrat; in
that deep water didn't have feed to feed on for th#
simple reason that the water was too deép and all
those coons were in those - trees and .you could feed
them out of your ﬁand.-

Now; that's the Mermentau basin locks.
It looks like I might be able to éet a little some-
thing done.

I have\anqther little article here. 1I.
will just get back to some of the other things I
have been interested in here. Some of éhose drag-
lines are getting in there and tearing up our
streams and stuff;,and I will just read yod a feﬁ
points right here thgt I have written., This is.

some of my mail that I write, not only to my local

85696
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.channelization from its program except in special

paper but'i5send it to a loﬁ of othérs;'td advise
people of what 1is happening.‘ I am sdrprised at so
many people being ignorant of just what channeliza-
tion means to them. They don't understand the
delicate balance of nature, They only believe in
fighting nature for a living. There are people whg.
just don't understand. |
In 1974 U. S, Senator Harry F. Byrd, J:,J

of Virginia announced that the ASC was eliminating

situatioﬁs, that is, breaks in stream banks and
not in any'channels-and that work would be limited
strictly to~coﬁse:vation projects and on the land.
I am getting back to this dragline and
channelization. When you get in there with them
draglines and start tearing up our streams créated
by the great architect of the universe, you are
doing a lot of harm. You might get in there and
tear up one stream but you are creating a problem
somewhere else, and when you tear up those stream
bottoms and stuff you are draining a lot of our

wetlands and you are also at the same time creating

a sand bottom there that the fish get that sand in
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their gills and they smother out>on that.

-

"What I am interested in and up here today
geﬁtlemen; not for the duck season; you underétand‘
I think we have got a duck season and I would like
to mention right here I think the point system is
one of the greatest things that ever happened in
this part of the .country. People around here
appreciate game and know them when they see them,
and we have got a situation ali over the country
today that they will try td help out one place and
at the same time they are creating a problem some-
where'else.« .

I would like to say one thing for the
Division here, and I am not calling ?ny particu-
lar unit in the Division, but it seems so lately
that.we have got some boys going around here that
have stopped singing that song, "I am lodking for

somebody to give my love to,"

an& they are doing a
little work today.-

Thank you, éentlgﬁen.

MR. BERRY: Thank you; Mr. George, and I
am sure with your thinking and vitality we will get

something accomplished on Catfish Locks.
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-have the support of the chief of police in L:A.

We have one more gentleman .-here befére
noon and that is Mr. Henry LaCour.

MR. HENRY LACOUR: Mr, Chairman; Members
of the Commission and citizens, I am Mr. LaCour, a
concerned citizen. I have five subjects to cover:
guns, DDT, fire ants; floods and books. I won't
take too long. I caﬁe prepared. ‘

As you know, the trend seems to be in
America, do away with our guns. We donft need
them., I have researched it. .Now, as you know,
the first man killed in the world wasn't with a-
gun, It was with a cane or stick. . His name was.
Abel, Cain killed him. It is in the Bible. Now,
for gun control, I done lots of research. Turn
to your Bible, chapter of Luke 22, verse 35 and 36;

and you see Jesus was against gun control. Now we

He is against gun control, and I know the chiéf of
police of Houston, Mr. Land. The hunters of Lake
Charles circulated a letter we sent to Congress,
to take away your bullets; 1f you want to get
bullets in the near future you might not be able

to get it, I sent this to Congress. I give this

8
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‘to Bill Day. I know this; f get the Consumer’
Register. 1 am going to turn this over to the
Commission. But the meeting, the meeting thaf
creep up with us, overnight they don't know about
it. I am aware. I let Bill Day know about it and
~"he gets on the air.

Bullets. What they.plgn to do with your
bullets. I just received this yesterday from Con-
'gressman Bob Sykes who is a friend of mine for 30
years. Listen. "Legislation against Weapons by
Court Order.”" 1In other words, remember, we got
court orders.to bus. Youiare'going to get court.
orders to shoot y;ur weapon or not. ‘Now it 1is
right here. Remember that. .The bullets. The
first thing they do. |

Now if you read a little further up in
history, in Dusseldorf, Germany, May 19, 1919, we._
captured a secret document; The Rules of Revolu- .
tion. Read it. I wrote it in the papers. I got
it in tﬁe Pineville paper. Read it. They are
going to take your weapons, the enemies of freedom.
Now this is on weapons, |

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
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or us,

'MR. LACOUR: Now, DDT. It ;s either DDT
or the bugs. I have done research on DDT. I don'ﬁ
know if you have the register; but in case you
don't, I have it. Here is a research I made. Now
as you know, the insect may eventually be our food,
The Japanese are already eating them. Chinese.
Now all this is about DDT. Somebod& somewhere in
our country ought to have enough brains to find

out who is going to inherit the earth, the insects

Now, the history of the fire ant. When
I moved,. when I retired from the Air Force in '69
and bought a plac; on one acre,. I had 96.hi11s of
fire‘ants. I never heard of them until I really
got down here. Done research on them. 1 want to
know how to get rid of them. Mirex. Well, I put
a teaspoon of Mirex in them 96 hills'and they dis-
appeared and that's all, Once in a ﬁhile I might -
see one red ant. | |

Now;.the.history of the fire ants started.
off in Alabama; 1918, I will give this to the
Commission and I would like to see in that book

if you get permission to publish and all that.
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this article over and see where our problem is.

the fire ants take over and all that. It is a

When the flood leaves; when the water léaves, boy,
they are going to take over; You can kill 95 per-
cent of the fire ants but that five percent die
hard and will multiply as fast as you can get rid
of them. It.is really interesting. Now they say
here in this artiéle from the Congressional Record
the fire ant 1is stinéing Alabama to death. Let'é
help George Wallace.  (Applause) Save his state.
Now, on.floods. Years ago, iﬁ May, 1927+
I nearly got drowned in Moreauville, Louisiana..
We had to highSack a boat and get to Mansour and
the hiils. ,§incexthen I have:ﬁeen<fighting.forh
flood control, d;ing researchis It used to‘be that
a flood was an act of de but it is not no more;
it is an act of man. Will we have next year the
same flooding conditions? Now a very interesting
article appeared in the TIMES-PICAYUNE and the
Alexandria TOWN TALK. "Flooding Theory 15 Con-

firmed."” I advise the Commission here to look
We can't let our farmers here drown here and let

very good article.
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Paui Harvéy wrote a very good article.
He took an airplane and flew over the flooded area.
Now this is good material. Now on the TOWN TALK
they had an article. Some guy had a pump. .Man, he
could pump the Mississippi River over, string over-
night and all that, so I sent that to ‘Congressman
Paséman. He said it was impossible to pump all the
water oﬁt of Louisiana and all that, cost so muéhA
money and all that. Remember, théy kid us about
. ‘éur water down here. If it wouldn't be for Louisi-
| ana taking 60 percent of the water up north, them
’ Yénkees would be ~drowniﬁg; T
Now I d; lots of research. The old

Farmer Almanac has a very good article for you’

fishermen. I am not going to give you that, but
they made an experiment with a fish, a starfish.
They broke one of his rays and théy put it five
miles away., They wiggle this one hefe, five miles
away and it wiggied. It is sometﬁing to look into,
This may seem like a Buck Rogers story but on this
here, look in it. You can buy them on the news-

stand here and I have got it right over here, page

@096

(’_ 84, and it is worthwhile. Experiment with the
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drown him. He was a human cork and I spoke to the

starfish, They have invisible muscles. They can -
move stuff five miles. Somebody thought it was
bull.,

Now I have done research. I know where

a guy from Jacksonville, Florida, you couldn't

Navy one time, I got it in my file, and he would
float in the water juét like a fish. You couldn't
drown hiﬁ, but people think that is foolish,.

Now, do you want to ‘know all about the .
birds? This book here -- remember, whenever I
bring any church or anything -- this is put.out by
the Ambassador Colleée. ‘I don't have extra copy
but I tell you how to get one. This is one of
the finest books about the flyway. You know the
Mississippi Flyway and the Central Flyway, kind
of spread out, and it seem like the birds lean more
towards the left over there but I guarantee this
book is worthwhile. It will tell you stuff about
the. birds from thecrbcodile days till today and
all that,.

It's another book; a whale §f a tale.

Now you know the platypus and all that. Years ago

—
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the& h;d pérts.of animals that was done away with.
They all got together. Now this is aivery good
book. "A Whale of a Tale;" all about animals.

And another thing, I got many copies
scattered this area. I don't work for this insur-
ance company. That is very goo&. I wili tell you
how to get it, |

Now the main thing I am trying to do is
educate the public. The first thing you see a
bird, they want to shoot it. Now where I live we
have birds; I feed them. They get to know you.
Remember, we are down here to protect our wildlife
and all that. One thing I would like our  Governor
or somebody to do is to keep you and put you some-
where as a separate department, not lpsé you in
the shuffle., Now when I went to this Constitution
hearing, they said they was going to give me two.
minutes~to talk, and I said, "I came out here for

' and they thought I was

two and a half hours,'
kidding. You ask Representative Thompson and Mr.
Stagg, I gave them the best two hours and a half

education they ever received in the state of

Louisiana., (Laughter)
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MR. BERRY: We haven't got two and a
half hours! |

MR. LACOUR: I am about ready. Agaiﬁ
I want to thank you for what you are doing. When
I was small, I hunted and fished. Nowadays 1 am
old and all that and vanishing away probably. I
appreciate what you done. All I can do for you is
offer~yoq my support; do research, and if I think
there is any worthwhile to bring up next meeting,
I will do it. Thank you, (Applause)

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Mr. LaCour, could you
give us a little ‘research-on the water hyacinth?
This has been a r;al problem in Louisiana. Give
us a report ﬁn it. |

MR. LACOUR: All right.

MR.'THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, I move we
adjourn until one-thirty.

ﬁR. JONES: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Motion and second. So

ordered.

« « o Thereupon, the formal meeting

of the Board was adjourned, to be
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reconvened at 1:30 o'clock p.m.
on May 23, 1975, for public hear-

L] @ *

ing on seasons and bag limits,
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